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REPORT OF THE BUDGET AND AUDIT SCRUTINY COMMITTEE



TO THE CABINET BRIEFING ON TUESDAY, 8TH NOVEMBER, 2005 


TITLE :
REPORT OF THE BUDGET AND AUDIT SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


RECOMMENDATIONS :


Cabinet is requested to impress upon the Council’s representatives on the boards of NPHL, Salford Community Leisure, Urban Vision, school governors and community groups the need to ensure continually that proper arrangements exist for the accountability for the use of funding provided by the Council and in particular have proper audit arrangements.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :

This report informs Cabinet of the matters considered by Budget and Audit Scrutiny Committee at its meeting on 2nd November, 2005. Issues considered were :-

· Training on the roles of internal audit, external audit and the Audit Committee

· Revenue and capital monitoring 2005/06


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :
Reports to Budget Scrutiny Committee 2nd November, 2005.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK : 
Risk is minimised through the regular monitoring and reporting of revenue and capital expenditure against budget.

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING :
Revenue budget and capital programme.

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED :
Not applicable 

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED :  John Spink, Head of Finance  Tel : 793 3230  

 E-mail :  john.spink@salford.gov.uk 

	


CONTACT OFFICER :  Peter Kidd
  Tel : 793 3322   E-mails : peter.kidd@salford.gov.uk

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) :
All


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES :
Budget Strategy


REPORT DETAILS

MATTERS ARISING

Training on the roles of internal audit, external audit and the Audit Committee

The Committee received a presentation from Internal Audit staff on the above. Arising from the presentation, questions arose concerning various arms length, community and other related organisations to which the Council provides funding in terms of how the Council can exercise accountability for the use of such funds, contrasting it with the rights of audit over the use of the Council’s own directly-provided services.

The Committee requested Cabinet to impress upon the Council’s representatives on the boards of NPHL, Salford Community Leisure, Urban Vision, school governors and community groups the need to ensure continually that proper arrangements exist for the accountability for the use of funding provided by the Council and in particular have proper audit arrangements.

2005/06 Revenue Monitoring

The Committee noted that, apart from the issues with children’s outside placements and learning difficulties, there was nothing else significantly adverse at this stage, expenditure would be contained within budget and DSOs were trading favourably.

There were no recommendations arising from this month’s report. 

2005/06 Capital Monitoring

The Committee were informed that, due to additional commitments for office relocations and slippage in anticipated capital receipts into next year, there was a relatively small deficit of £0.346m at this stage, which is manageable in the context of the overall programme. 

The Committee considered that the position should continue to be monitored closely.

RECOMMENDATION

Cabinet is requested to impress upon the Council’s representatives on the boards of NPHL, Salford Community Leisure, Urban Vision, school governors and community groups the need to ensure continually that proper arrangements exist for the accountability for the use of funding provided by the Council and in particular have proper audit arrangements.

COUNCILLOR DAVID JOLLEY

Chair of Budget and Audit Scrutiny Committee
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