	PART 1

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)

	ITEM NO.


REPORT OF THE HEAD OF LAW AND ADMINISTRATION
TO THE LICENSING REGULATORY PANEL

ON THURSDAY 24TH APRIL 2003

TITLE: APPLICATION FOR TRACK BETTING LICENCE AT SALFORD R.L.F.C.

______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:   THAT MEMBERS GRANT THE LICENCE SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: A REPORT TO MEMBERS REGARDING THE APPLICATION BY MR J. R. KNOWLES FOR A TRACK BETTING LICENCE IN RESPECT OF THE SALFORD R.L.F.C. GROUND AT THE WILLOWS, WILLOWS ROAD, SALFORD, DETAILING THE NATURE OF THE APPLICATION AND THE APPLICABLE LAW (BETTING, GAMING AND LOTTERIES ACT, 1963)

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  Mr. Knowles's application;  comments by the Council's Director of Development Services; Betting Gaming and Lotteries Act, 1963

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:      LOW

SOURCE OF FUNDING
Application fee paid by applicant

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:       See attached report

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:     NO

CONTACT OFFICER:    PHILIP HEYES

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S)    WEASTE AND SEEDLEY

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:           NONE

DETAILS  (See below)

APPLICATION BY JONATHAN RAYMOND KNOWLES FOR A TRACK BETTING LICENCE IN RESPECT OF A TRACK SITUATED AT SALFORD RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB, THE WILLOWS, WILLOWS ROAD, SALFORD

1. Background

1.1 Section 6 Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act, 1963, provides that except on an approved horse racecourse, bookmaking shall not be carried on on any track unless the occupier of the track is the holder of a track betting licence, authorising the provision of betting facilities on that track.

1.2 A "track" is defined by Section 55 of the 1963 Act as premises on which races of any description, athletic sports or other sporting events take place.

1.3 Accordingly, the Salford R.L.F.C. ground at The Willows falls within the above definition.

1.4 Detailed provisions about the procedure on applications for track betting licences are contained in Schedule 3 to the 1963 Act.

1.5 Salford City Council is the licensing authority for the City of Salford.

2.  The Application

2.1 The application is made by Mr. Knowles as occupier of The Willows.  A copy of the application is attached, together with a copy of the plan referred to.  He has provided the requisite 2 months notice of the application to the Council.  He has also given notice of the application to the Planning Department of the Council and to the Police as required by the Schedule.

2.2 The Director of Development Services has been asked for his comments on the application, and members are referred to copy correspondence attached to this Report.

3.  Dealing with the Application

3.1 When the application is considered by the Panel, the applicant is entitled to be heard, either in person, or through a representative.  Mr. Knowles has accordingly been invited to attend the meeting of the Panel.

3.2 The following are also entitled to be heard:

(a) Any appropriate officer of police;

(b) Any person owning or occupying premises in the neighbourhood of the track;

(c) The governing body of any school or institution in the neighbourhood of the track;

(d) The local planning authority; and any other local authority whose area adjoins the area of the licensing authority (in this case Manchester, Trafford, Warrington, Wigan, Bolton and Bury district councils).

3.3 Paragraph 7 of Schedule 3 provides that the Panel may only refuse the application if they are satisfied that, in the event of the licence being granted, the existence or user of the track: -

(a) would injuriously affect either the health or the comfort of persons residing in the neighbourhood of the track, or be detrimental to the interests of persons receiving instruction or residing in any school or institution in the neighbourhood; or

(b) would seriously impair the amenities of that neighbourhood; or

(c) would result in undue congestion of traffic or seriously prejudice the preservation of law and order.

3.4 The Panel may also refuse to grant the applicant a licence if he has been convicted of certain criminal offences, but not such allegation has so far been raised in this case.

3.5 A further provision deals with the situation where planning permission has not been obtained for the track concerned, e.g. where a new football stadium is being built.  This does not appear to apply to The Willows.

3.6 The Panel should note that no objector shall be heard unless he has given the applicant or the Council at least seven days' notice in writing of the grounds on which he proposes to contend that the application ought to be refused.  To date no such notice has been received.

3.7 The application has been advertised in the Manchester Evening News for the 22nd February 2003 and in the Salford Advertiser for the 27th February 2003.

4. Grant or refusal of the application

4.1 Members need to be satisfied that Mr. Knowles is entitled to make the application (i.e. as the occupier of The Willows).  Subject to this point, Members will note that the Application may only be refused on specified grounds.  

4.2 The Director of Development Services has commented that the response to correspondence from the Applicant's solicitor appears to be satisfactory and he has no objection to the grant of the licence.  However, he is concerned that the Kiosk, when in place, should be of non-hazardous materials.  He therefore adds that ideally the licence should be issued with conditions, such that the betting kiosk, when in position, complies with Salford's safety requirements.  Mr. Knowles has been asked through his solicitors, whether he is prepared to agree to such a condition.

4.3 Paragraph 8 of the Schedule provides that a track betting licence shall be in force for seven years from the date on which it is expressed to take effect.

14th April 2003 

J. P. Heyes for Head of Law and Administration (Contact extension 3181, Salford Civic Centre)
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