PART 1

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
ITEM NO.



REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES



TO CABINET 


ON 25TH FEBRUARY 2004


TITLE :  USE OF ADDITIONAL CAPITAL RECEIPTS FOR SERVICE IMPROVEMENTS


RECOMMENDATIONS : 

1)
That Cabinet approve the use of the ‘windfall’ additional capital receipt of £1,000,000 to drive service improvements.

2)
That Cabinet approves the principles of consulting community committees to bring forward a work programme of £500,000 to improve the Highway network.

3)
That Cabinet approve the estimates for schemes identified to date to improve disabled access to Council buildings.

4)
That Cabinet delegate authority to the Lead Members for Development Services, Corporate Services and Personnel and Performance, to approve additional schemes to make up the balance of the £500,000 for disabled access to Council buildings, when the costs are known.  


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

A report was submitted to the Lead Members for Development Services and Corporate Services, on the 27th October 2003, requesting that use be made of the £1,000,000 additional “windfall” capital receipt to improve the City’s Highways and disabled access to buildings.

The Lead Member for Corporate Services requested that a further report be submitted to Cabinet when further information was available as to how the money could be spent to improve the highway and building assets.  


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :  -
Latest Capital receipts schedule

(Available for public inspection)    -
Proposed Programme 2004/05 – for consultation

-
  
Report of the Director of Development Services and the -

Director of Personnel and Performance – Disability

Access Adaptations

· Report of the Director of Development Services on the  

             27th October 2003, Use of Additional Receipts.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK Low



THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS Capital Receipts



LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED N/A



FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED Yes



CONTACT OFFICER : Bill Taylor


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) All Wards


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES 

Compliance with DDA

Improving highway network

Improving BVPI’s


DETAILS 

1.0 Highway Maintenance

1.1
The highway network is experiencing a large number of tripping claims and indeed is paying out substantial sums in compensation.  To help alleviate this situation additional expenditure to improve the condition of the highway network is essential.

1.2
It is proposed to consult with communities to establish which schemes should be brought forward off the highways planned maintenance “Reserves List”  attached as appendix one.

1.3 The reserve list is set out in priority order by Community Committee area, with the officers technical assessment at the top of the lists, down to a cut off point.  However, should different schemes be wanted off the list this could be accommodated subject to the overall budget position. 
2.0 Disabled Accessibility at Light Controlled Pedestrian Crossing Facilities

2.1 BVPI 165 relates to the provision of disabled accessibility at light controlled pedestrian

crossing facilities.  Currently, within Salford, all Pelican and Puffin Crossings comply with this  standard, however, not all traffic signals do.  At such signals, the BVPI only applies to those installations with a push button and green man facility.  When comparisons are made between Salford and the remainder of Greater Manchester it can be seen that many more signals within Salford have such pedestrian facilities, and consequently Salford has much more work to do (money to spend) to achieve a higher quartile performance.  The following table makes this comparison:


No of Junctions with Traffic Signals
No of Signals with Pedestrian Facilities





Bolton
103
59

Bury
47
24

Manchester
280
180

Oldham
68
45

Rochdale
40
25

Salford
102
80

Stockport
91
58

Tameside
74
51

Trafford
84
51

Wigan
96
46

It should be noted that these figures show that although Salford needs to improve it's BVPI we actually perform well given our percentage coverage of pedestrian facilities, which within Salford is 78% against a County average of only 63%.

2.2
The schedule in appendix two, shows those signal installations, which require remedial works, and also gives details of the works required to achieve the BVPI standard.

3.0
Disabled Access
3.1  
Attached at appendix three is a report of the Directors of Development Services and  

Personnel and Performance, setting out the measures taken to date in terms of survey, and estimate, costs to help improve disabled access and BVPI 156.

3.2   
Further survey work is still needed to establish how a balance of the £500,000 could

be spent to further improve the BVPI and disabled access generally, it is recommended that the approval of the future improvements, following surveys, be delegated to the Lead Members of Development Services, Corporate Services and Personnel and Performance.

Councillor Antrobus

Lead Member for Development Services
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