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_____________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT

_____________________________________________________________

TO THE CABINET 

ON 28th FEBRUARY, 2006

_____________________________________________________________

TITLE: Designation of Worsley Woods Local Nature Reserve

_____________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

That the Cabinet approve the designation Worsley Woods as a Local Nature Reserve.

_____________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

This report seeks the approval of the cabinet to designate Worsley Woods as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR). Section 21 of the National Parks and Access the Countryside Act (1949) gives local authorities in consultation with English Nature the power to designate LNR’s 

The purpose of an LNR is to ‘offer special opportunities for study and research’ and ‘preserve features of special interest’. 

In Agreeing to the designation of Worsley Woods as a Local Nature Reserve the local authority is making a commitment to nature conservation and agreeing to protect the site and its natural features for the use and enjoyment of the community.

_____________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: (available for public inspection)

Local Nature Reserves in England – A Guide to their Selection and Declaration (English Nature)

Draft Unitary Development Plan – Policy EN7C

_____________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: 

N/A

_____________________________________________________________

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: 

The Local Nature Reserve Officer’s post is primarily funded by English Nature’s Wildspaces programme with match funding contribution from the Environment Directorate and is for a two and a half year period (Nov 04 – May 06). 

_____________________________________________________________

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: 

The City Council’s Legal Services team has been consulted and will be producing the required public notice regarding the declaration. 

_____________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: 

N/A

_____________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER:

Jo Regan – Local Nature Reserve Officer 

Telephone 0161 607 1759

_____________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) 

Worsley and Boothstown

_____________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: please delete those not appropriate

Community Strategy

Educational Strategy

Environmental Strategy

Health

Planning Strategy

Regeneration

Strategy for Children and Young People

______________________________________________________________

DETAILS:

1.0 Purpose of Report
1.1 The purpose of this report is to:

· Inform committee members of the proposal to designate Worsley Woods as a Local Nature Reserve

· Outline the purpose of LNR’s

· Highlight the benefits of designating LNR’s

2.0  What are Local Nature Reserves?
Local Nature Reserves (LNR’s) are sites for both people and wildlife. They are places with wildlife or geological features that are of special interest locally. 

Their function is to provide opportunities for people to become involved in the management of their local environment as well as giving people special opportunities to study and learn or simply enjoy natural green open space and have contact with nature.

3.0  Benefits to Salford

Declaring sites as Local Nature Reserves plays an important role in biodiversity conservation. LNR’s will offer many benefits not only to wildlife but also the people of Salford.

Aims of LNR’s;

· Help to increase peoples awareness and enjoyment of the natural environment through greater involvement

· Provide an ideal environment and the support for people to learn, study and experience nature within the urban environment.

· Build relationships between Local Authorities, national and local conservation bodies and local people

· Protect wildlife habitats and natural features

· Make it possible to apply by-laws, which can help in managing protected sites.

The above aims will be achieved by:

· Consulting with local people and community groups and build links with  organisations and officers already active in the area. 

· Supporting the newly established Worsley Woods Steering Group

· Developing and implementing a conservation management plan.

· Consulting with English Nature

· Building links with existing health initiatives and promoting opportunities in Worsley Woods for activities such as Green Gyms and Health Walks

· Actively promoting opportunities for young people to become involved eg local schools, youth groups

· Planning and delivering a programme of events and activities.

· Carrying out conservation work with local volunteers.

· Securing additional funding.

· Reviewing and consulting on bylaws.

4.0  Local Nature Reserves and Salford’s Strategies 

Local Nature Reserves will contribute to a number of national strategies and plans.

These include:

· Local Agenda 21

· Local Biodiversity Action Plan

· UK Biodiversity Action Plan

Worsley Woods will be the fourth of a proposed five sites to be designated as Local Nature Reserves in Salford. The timescales are as follows:

· Blackleach Country Park

Designated July 2004

· The Cliff/Kersal Dale

Designated May 2005

· Clifton Country Park


Designated Dec 2005

· Worsley Woods


February 2006

· Kersal Moor



July 2006

LNR’s also contribute to national targets such as the biodiversity sustainability target set out by English Nature of one hectare of LNR per 1,000 population. With successful designation of all proposed sites Salford will boast approximately 145 hectares of LNR’s. This equates to around 0.7 hectares per 1,000 population, slightly under English Nature’s targets. However further funding opportunities will be explored to expand the LNR project and enable this target to be met. 

5.0  Timetable for Designation
The timetable of designation is as follows:

May 05

Consultation Day and Guided Walk

June 05

Presentation to E P&T sub committee

July 05 

Presentation to Community Committee
July05 

LNR week Event

Sept 05

Start programme of Conservation Mornings

Sept 05

Set up Steering Group – hold public meeting

Oct 05


First draft of Management Plan 

Jan 06

Complete Management Plan

Feb 06

Report to Cabinet 

Feb 06

Public notice issued

Mar 05
Management Plan and LNR declaration sent to English Nature

Summer 06

Celebratory event

Oct 07


Review Management Plan

6.0  Events and Activities
The Salford Ranger Team currently runs an successful events programme throughout the year on a number  of sites. This programme has been rolled out to include Worsley Woods,

Over the summer a teddy bears picnic and wildlife orienteering were delivered with great success. Currently the Ranger Team delivers a programme of Stepping Stone Walks (a 2 hour health walk) at Worsley Woods as well as a monthly ‘Conservation Morning’.

Working with groups in the area the Ranger Team hope to encourage the enjoyment of Worsley Woods as a local resource which is good for wildlife and which provides people with opportunities for engaging in active lifestyles, education and relaxation. 

Where possible support will be given to any community group or school who approach the Ranger Team with events or activities they would like to run at Worsley Woods. 

7.0  Future Funding
Designation of Worsley Woods as a Local Nature Reserves will open up further funding opportunities both in terms of commitment by the local authority and opportunities to apply for external funding.

The Ranger Team are actively seeking opportunities to secure commitment for funding the implementation of the conservation management plan and additional activities.

