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ITEM NO.

REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY SAFETY

To the: Cabinet

On:
Tuesday, 28 May, 2002

TITLE: Street Crime Initiative

RECOMMENDATIONS:
Cabinet to note and comment on the contents of this report

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The Street Crime Initiative started on April 1st 2002 and aims to achieve a reduction in robbery, theft from the person, possession and use of firearms and 'car jacking'. Action plans to tackle street crime are being developed with partner agencies. Additional funds have been provided to the LEA and through the Children's Fund for work with children and young people

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
None

CONTACT OFFICER:
Gordon Dickson, Community Safety Unit Manager

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:
ALL WARDS

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Community Strategy; Crime & Disorder; Educational Standards; Environmental Strategy; Equalities; Health; Housing Strategy; Regeneration; Social Exclusion; Strategy for Children & Young People; Transport Strategy; 

DETAILS:

DETAILS
1.0 Introduction

Street crime has increased nationally over the last year, in contrast to other types of crime such as burglary, which have seen reductions.  In line with this national increase, robberies in Salford have increased by 13% (from 900 to 1030 incidents) comparing the periods 2000/1 with 2001/2.

Greater Manchester is one of 10 Police Force areas, which have been identified as having high rates of street crime.  These ten police force areas between them account for 82% of the total of street crime in England and Wales.  As a result of this, these 10 areas have been identified to take part in the government led “Street Crime Initiative”.  The Prime Minister is personally responsible for driving forward this agenda and is chairing fortnightly Street Crime Action Groups to oversee the initiative.

The initiative began on 1st April 2002 and the first phase runs until 30 September 2002.  During this period, the aim nationally is to maintain the incidence of street crime at the same level as during the same period last year.  After that, the aim will be to achieve a reduction in the number of offences, against the baseline at the end of March 2002.  Salford East and West Division of Greater Manchester Police have established a target to reduce robberies by 38% over three years and this is reflected in Salford’s Crime and Disorder Strategy for 2002-5, which has set the same target for robbery reduction. 

2.0 Definition

The government have established the following definition for street crime:

· Robbery

· Theft from the person (snatch theft)

· Possession and use of firearms and

· ‘Car-jacking’

3.0 Salford’s response

Greater Manchester partnerships are co-ordinating their activities on street crime and John Willis is chairing the Greater Manchester Street Crime Group.  

The Street Crime Initiative is being addressed by the community safety partnership.  All directorates and partner agencies are providing details of actions, which they can take to reduce street crime.  The action plans will be agreed by 24 May and will be monitored by the Community Safety Unit.

A range of actions has already been identified, including those which address issues of offenders, location and victims and the following are examples of these actions:

· appointment of two street crime solicitors by the Crown Prosecution Service 

· improved detection measures by the police

· Police Officers in schools  

· truancy sweeps  

· speedy access to drug treatment services for those charged with street crimes

· support for victims and witnesses

Data on robberies shows that the majority of both robbery offenders and victims are young people and information from Salford Youth Offending Team indicates that there is a strong link locally between robbery offending and non school attendance and family difficulties.  The Education and Leisure Directorate are developing initiatives on non school attendance and Behaviour Improvement.  Truancy sweeps are being conducted during May.  The Children’s Fund is also developing actions aimed at young people at risk of offending.
Community and Social Services are in discussion with the Department of Health about providing additional secure accommodation places within this initiative.

4.0 Funding for the Initiative

The government has allocated the following funding to this initiative:

· Additional funds through the Children’s Fund of £125,000 for each of the two years 2002-3 and 2003-4.  These funds to be allocated to services which target 8-13 year olds, who are at risk of being involved in youth crime

· Behaviour Improvement Programmes 

· £450,000 for summer activities in 2002 for young people at highest risk of offending

·  £1.5 million for planning and implementing school based measures to improve behaviour and attendance in 2-4 secondary schools and the primary schools, which feed them (the period of spend for this is up to September 2003).  Plans for this expenditure to be submitted by 10 June.

Activities under the Children’s Fund, Communities Against Drugs and Neighbourhood Renewal Fund will impact on the problem of street crime.  It will also be possible to bid for funds allocated by the Crime and Disorder Partnership through the Government office’s Safer Communities Initiative (£144,000 in 2002-3).
