WALKDEN & LITTLE HULTON

SERVICE DELIVERY AREA

Walkden and Little Hulton are located in the north-western edge of the City, and are areas of contrast. Little Hulton has experienced an economic decline and an increase in social and housing problems. Significant attempts are now being made to try and arrest this decline through SRB 3, Capital Challenge and private partnerships.  This has resulted a vast range of improvements to the living and working environment and local skill levels, for example refurbishment of the district centre and the establishment of new training facilities.

Walkden boasts a stable community, excellent transport links, a dynamic shopping centre, access to industry and a broad mix of housing tenure. Walkden is popular with families due to the range of housing and well regarded educational facilities.  

Summary of Statistical Information

Index of Deprivation

In the recent Index 2000, Walkden and Little Hulton have both seen changes in their ranking compared to the 1998 index. Little Hulton is now the 2nd most deprived ward in the City. Walkden North and South have seen a considerable shift in their position nationally, both are now in the top 40% most deprived wards.

	Wards
	City Rank 1998
	City Rank 2000
	Rank Index 1998
	Rank Index 2000

	Little Hulton
	3
	2
	313
	138

	Walkden North
	8
	10
	1065
	880

	Walkden South
	19
	19
	5436
	3043


The Index 2000 also indicated that Little Hulton and Walkden North both have significant health problems, Little Hulton is ranked 60th nationally for health deprivation and Walkden North is 241st. This places both wards in the top 10% nationally for health deprivation

Crime.

There are 14 police beats within the SDA. The area has the highest amount of recorded incidents for all  key crimes, in particular it has the highest incidents of Burglary Dwelling and Juvenile Nuisance in the City. 

	Area
	Burglary

Dwelling
	Burglary other
	Vehicle Crime
	Criminal Damage
	Juvenile Nuisance

	Walkden & Little Hulton
	1011  (1)
	609  (2)
	927  (5)
	1130  (3)
	1392  (1)

	Highest  SDA
	1011 W/L H
	646 Eccles
	2288 B & B
	1428 B & B
	1392 W/LH


Statistics provided by Safer Salford and cover the period April 1st 1999 and March 31st 2000.

Unemployment.

Both Little Hulton and Walkden North suffer from higher than average rates of unemployment. Walkden north has the highest rate of young unemployment in the City. The SDA overall suffers from high levels of long term unemployment.

	
	Overall rate %
	Youth Rate (16 – 19)
	Long term > year

	Little Hulton
	7.3 %
	11.2 %
	21.6 %

	Walkden North
	6.3 %
	16.9 % (highest)
	19.6 %

	Walkden South
	3.1 %
	5.8 %
	20.5 %

	Salford’s  average
	4.3 %
	8.0 %
	18.1 %

	National average
	3.7 %
	n / a
	21 %


Education.

There are currently four secondary schools in the Walkden and Little Hulton SDA. The educational attainment in this SDA on the whole is good, around the LEA average. In particular the rates of 5+ A-G GCSEs is higher than the national average, as is the rate of no passes.  Only the Little Hulton Community School, has lower results than the City average. 

	Secondary School
	5 + A*-C GCSE’s
	5 + A*-G GCSE’s
	No passes



	Little Hulton Community School
	18 %
	85  %
	3 %

	Joseph Eastham School
	32 %
	99 % 
	0 %

	Walkden High School
	60 % 
	95 %
	1 %

	St George’s RC High School
	32 %
	95 %
	1 %

	LEA average
	34.1 %
	86.9 %
	5.6 %

	England average
	47.9  %           
	88.5 %
	6.0 %


Derelict land.

In the 1997 derelict land study of the City Walkden North had the highest amount of derelict land in this SDA, and the fourth highest in the City at 4.3 %. Walkden South and Little Hulton were lower at 3% and 2.9% respectively. 

Population Characteristics

· Little Hulton has Salford’s highest level of single parent families at 9.9%. Walkden North and South have lower levels at 5.4 and 3.6 %.

· Between 1991 and 1998, there has been an increase in the population of this area, which reflects that the area is becoming more stable. 

· The residential mobility of the people in Little Hulton shows that 34.3 % of the people moving are moving out of the area. In the North West suburbs (covering Walkden North/South), only 31.5 % of the total people moving, move out of the area. 

Health
· In the 1991 census 20% of the population in Little Hulton lived with limiting long term illness with 19.6% in Walkden North and 14.2% in Walkden South compared to 17.4% for the City overall.

· The Standard Mortality Ratio (SMR) in 1998 indicated that Little Hulton had the highest rate in the SDA at 150 compared to 100 nationally. This means that little Hulton has 1 ½ times the national death rate.  (The highest in Salford is in Blackfriars at almost 225, over double the national average.) In Walkden North, the SMR was 145., and 120 in Walkden South.

· Walkden North has a high level of low birth weight at 9.0 %, compared to 8.7 % for the city. The highest rate was Ordsall at 12.6 %.

Housing Characteristics.
The housing area of North West suburbs covers Walkden North & South, Little Hulton is covered by the Little Hulton housing area. These two housing areas are extreme cases of a fall and rise of housing demand. 

· Little Hulton is expected to have a drop over the next five years of –769 homes, while the North West Suburbs (also including Worsley and Boothstown) are expected to have the largest increase in demand of + 621. The recent housing demand study showed that Little Hulton has had a decrease in the demand for housing types such as owner occupier and, Housing Association and Local Authority.

· Little Hulton suffers from the highest rate of voids in the City with 11.1% of all stock void, this compares with 3.2% for North west suburbs, 6.2% for the City and 3.9% nationally.

· Over 50% of households in Little Hulton rent homes from the Local Authority 

· Over 40% of households in the City are having difficulty meeting housing costs, in particular Little Hulton, and the Inner City Areas.

· Current residential developments in the area vary greatly from 166 in Little Hulton to 1066 in the North west suburb, highlighting the residential demand within the areas.

