	
	ITEM NO. 


REPORT OF THE HEAD OF REGENERATION AND IMPROVEMENT 

TO LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING

(CHIEF EXECUTIVE DIRECTORATE) 

9th January 2006

TITLE:


Local Enterprise Growth Initiative (LEGI)
RECOMMENDATIONS:

That members note the report and the attached LEGI bid.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

On the 8th December 2006 the Leader endorsed the submission of a Salford and Manchester joint bid for a 3-year funding stream that will have a strategic vision for the next 10 years. The objective is to deliver programmes and initiatives that will increase business start-ups and survival rates to the benefit of the most deprived areas of Salford and Manchester.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

LEGI bid

CONTACT OFFICERS:

Stuart Kitchen, Assistant Director of Economic Development 0161 793 3441
1. Assessment

GONW and the regional LEGI panel are in the process of ranking the 13 bids from the North West region. If the panel do not think certain bids are strong enough to go forward for national consideration they will hold them back and discuss with the appropriate local authority how it can be improved for the next bidding round.

The National panel have indicated that interviews will be held on the 6th and 7th of February with appropriate representatives from the ‘short listed’ applicants. It is suggested that if required the representatives should be the Leaders of Salford and Manchester City Councils and depending on the format / level of detail required, accompanied by the Assistant Economic Development Directors; Stuart Kitchen and Wayne Shand.

2. Next bidding rounds

The following statement was obtained from the NRU website 05.01.06. The 2nd round will start immediately after the 1st round - April 2006 and 2007. It had been suggested that there may be a 3rd round of bidding but this may be combined with the 2nd round.
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