	 
	ITEM NO.




REPORT OF THE NDC CHIEF EXECUTIVE



TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE


ON 10th OCTOBER 2005


TITLE :  TRAFFIC CALMING/MANAGEMENT MEASURES -  GERALD ROAD AREA,                                                                                                   

RECOMMENDATIONS :
That the Leader of the Council notes the contents of this report and approval be given to proceed with the proposed traffic calming scheme for Gerald Road area. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
This report gives details of the traffic calming proposal for Gerald Road area and the results of the consultation exercise with ward councillors, residents and emergency services. 


BACKGROUND                

DOCUMENTS:                  Working files in Traffic & Transportation Section


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
            N/A

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:  An estimated cost of £150,000.  £75,000 from New Deal for

                                              Communities and £75,00 from Block 3 Transport Capital 

                                           Programme 2005/06 respectively.  

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative)

      1.  LEGAL IMPLICATIONS                                                 Provided by:    N/A

      2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS                                           Provided by:    N/A

PROPERTY (if applicable):     N/A

	


HUMAN RESOURCES  (if applicable)     N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER :
            PETER HAYMES  -  EXT  8538


WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S):      Irwell Riverside



KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
ENHANCING LIFE IN SALFORD

                                                  Reduce the number of people killed or seriously injured on Salford’s roads.


DETAILS (Continued overleaf)


       Report

1. An approach has been made by New Deal for Communities (NDC) to introduce traffic calming measures in order to address the problem of speeding vehicles and rat-running traffic on the residential streets between Littleton Road and Langley Road South. 

2. The City Council’s accident database has shown that there have been 8 reported injury accidents, 4 involving children, in the last five years. 

3. The components of the scheme, which have been drawn up in partnership with the NDC Traffic and Pedestrian safety sub-group, comprise the following:- 

· Physical traffic calming (road humps, speed tables and road narrowings);

· One–way streets;

· A 20 mph zone throughout the area; and 

· Improved signing and markings.

     It is anticipated that these measures will lead to reduced vehicle speeds and deter

     rat-running traffic. The attached plan illustrates the proposed scheme layout.

4. The implementation of traffic calming measures in the area will complete the regeneration works that is being undertaken by the NDC. 

5. Consultations have been carried out with local residents in the area regarding the proposed traffic calming scheme and the results are as follows: -

· The number of consultation documents distributed     =  650 

· The total number of return slips received                      =   109  (17%)

· The number of slips in favour                                         =     99   (91%)     

· The number of slips not in favour                                   =     8    (7%)

· The number of slips unmarked                                        =     2

6. The residents who were not in favour of the scheme stated that the scheme is not wide ranging enough. There were some comments relating to traffic calming measures on Langley Road South. It should be noted that Langley Road and Langley Road South are included in a separate scheme, which was approved by the Lead Member on 4 July 2005.    

7. Initial consultation has been undertaken with participants of the Traffic Management Unit and they are in agreement with the scheme proposal.  

8. As noted above the majority (91%) of those residents that responded were in favour of the scheme and the comments against should be assessed against the likely benefits such as reduced vehicle speeds, which will create a safer environment for local residents.

9. Although some works will be taking place within the demolition area around Reading Street and Thursfield Street these are considered to be vital to ensure the management and safety of this vulnerable area prior to clearance. The traffic calming scheme will be in place for approximately two years and then any associated signage can be removed and reused elsewhere; the only permanent loss will be a plateau and two road humps, it is estimated that the net cost of the traffic calming on those streets affected by demolition will be approximately £10,000. 

10.  Such works will compliment other investments such as the recently installed alleyway gates. It is considered that this area must be included in the scheme until the final residents have been relocated and the houses demolished.

Recommendation

11. That approval be given to proceed with the proposed traffic calming scheme for Gerald Road area. 

Tim Field

Chief Executive, New Deal for Communities (Charlestown & Lower Kersal)

