	
	ITEM NO. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF POLICY, STRATEGY AND RESEARCH  

TO LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING

(CHIEF EXECUTIVE DIRECTORATE) 

DATE:
11 April 2005

TITLE:
External Evaluation of Neighbourhood Renewal Fund 

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. That the proposal and arrangements for undertaking the external evaluation of the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund (NRF) are noted.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report outlines the proposed process for commissioning and managing the external evaluation of the NRF.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

· Regenerating a Great City: Salford’s Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy

· Sigoma NRF Briefing July 2004

· Lead Member Briefing report 17 January 2005

· Report to Partners in Salford ‘Neighbourhood Renewal Fund Allocations 2005-06’ 26 January 2005

· Lead Member Briefing report 8 November 2004

CONTACT OFFICERS:

Cath Inchbold, Assistant Director Strategy & Resources, 0161 793 3796

Dionne Brandon, Principal Strategy and Resources Officer, 0161 793 3444
1.0
Introduction

Salford City Council has been in receipt of Neighbourhood Renewal Funding since 2001-02.  At its meeting on 26 January 2005 the Local Strategic Partnership agreed that an external evaluation of the NRF should be undertaken to review and evaluate the:

· impact that NRF has had on the partnership’s key priorities, on the Government’s floor targets and on geographic priority areas within the Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy

· effectiveness of the process which has been used to allocate NRF across the partnership.

The evaluation will be overseen by a task group.

2.0 NRF External Evaluation Task Group

A task group has been formed comprising:

Dionne Brandon
Principal Strategy and Resources Officer, Salford City Council

Josie Browne
Community Network

Annette Hughes
Connexions

Cath Inchbold
Assistant Director Strategy and Resources, Salford City Council

Sheila Murtagh
LSP Manager

Mike Sandys

Salford Primary Care Trust

John Shelley

Irlam and Cadishead Community Committee

Cath Inchbold will chair the task group.

The task group will meet for the first time on 14 April 2005.

3.0 Process and Timeline

In line with the Council’s standing orders, an advertisement will be placed in Regeneration and Renewal inviting interested parties to submit proposals to undertake the evaluation.

The timeline for the external evaluation is as below:

	DATE
	TASK

	14 April 2005
	First task group meeting.

	15 April 2005
	Advertisement inviting proposals in Regeneration and Renewal.

	3 May 2005
	Deadline for receipt of proposals.

	3-5 May 2005
	Shortlisting proposals.

	6 May 2005
	Consultancy interviews and selection.

	W/c 9 May 2005
	Commissioning meeting with successful consultancy.

	27 June 2005
	Draft report due.

	1 July 2005
	Final report submitted.

	4 July 2005
	Lead Member Briefing – outline of report and key findings.

	13 July 2005
	Report presented at LSP meeting.


Regular reports will also be provided to the LSP Co-ordination Group at its monthly meetings.

4.0 Conclusion

The external evaluation of the NRF will provide a review of activity supported to date, and inform the design of future allocation processes.  This will enable the LSP to move towards the strategic outcome-focussed commissioning approach endorsed by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister and desired by partners for the allocation of NRF in 2006-07 and beyond.
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