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Smoking and young people

Update for Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee
The attached report is from a very early first draft of the Salford Tobacco Control Strategy which has recently been produced and will shortly be available for consultation. The chapter concerns strategic priority one of the wider strategy: reducing smoking uptake in young people.  
The need to reduce smoking in young people is central to the wider task of improving tobacco control in Salford. Tobacco is our major preventable killer. To reduce the devastation caused by this product we must both prevent young people from starting smoking and help those young people who want to quit.

This is not an easy task. There is very little evidence that preventative measures used with young people have any long term impact upon prevalence rates. Young people continue to take up smoking in large numbers. To effectively tackle smoking requires the development of innovative approaches which are most likely to be effective with the population of Salford. 

This first draft of the strategy is the result of a longer term approach on the part of the City Council to work in partnership with the PCT and other agencies to improve control of tobacco and tackle our major killer. In October 2004, two new posts of Health and Wellbeing Manager (with a remit for strategic leadership of tobacco control and other areas) and Tobacco Control Officer (with a specific remit for smoking prevention) were funded within the City Council by the PCT. One of the first tasks of the Health and Wellbeing Manager was to establish the Salford Tobacco Control Partnership. Under the umbrella of the partnership, a great deal has been achieved in Salford on this area. In particular:

· Nearly £800,000 of Neighbourhood Renewal Funding has been secured for tobacco control for 2006-7

· The number of smokefree cafes and restaurants in Salford (67) has surpassed all other areas of the Northwest except for Manchester (69).
Young people and smoking - Key facts 

· 82% of smokers start smoking in their teenage years

· Nearly one in ten of 11-15 year olds smoke 

· This figure is much higher in key groups: 

· 38% of regular truants smoke

· 32% of excluded pupils smoke

· 21% 15 year olds smoke

· Figures are likely to be higher in Salford

· There is very little good evidence as to ‘what works’ in preventing young people from smoking

