	
	PART 1

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO. 12


	REPORT OF 

The Chief Executive 



	TO 

Council 

ON

15th September ,2010

	TITLE:
Council Petition Scheme 



	RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Scheme as detailed in the report now submitted be approved and published on the Council web site 



	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The Council has in its Constitution ( which is available on the Council Website) a process for the consideration of petitions ,
Under the Listening to Communities Statutory Guidance – Duty to Respond to Petitions as issued by HM Government, the Council is required to review the way in which petitions are considered and publish the scheme on the Council, Website.
The revised scheme must provide quantative information relating to the number of petitioners require to trigger certain procedural events in the consideration process. 


	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)

Listening to Communities Statutory Guidance – Duty to Respond to Petitions as issued by HM Government,


	DETAILS See attached 
______________________________________________________________________
KEY COUNCIL POLICIES Cabinet Workplan 
                                          Corporate Plan 
_______________________________________________________________________

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS Arrangements will be made to comply with all, statutory  requirements 
______________________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
The Council has Legal requirement to publish a scheme 


	LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by 
Tony Hatton 


	FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by 
N/a


	CONTACT OFFICER:
Vin Joseph 
           TEL. NO.
7093 3009 


	WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S): 

All 



(a) 
Suggested process 
1.0 The initial petition would be sent to the relevant Lead Member and Strategic Director for action/response. This is how petitions are currently dealt with.
2.0 Under the new guidance The Council would make provision to allow a petitioner, to have an opportunity for a decision or information supplied in response to a petition to be reviewed. 
3.0 This would be done in a similar way to the” call in “process and any such request for review would be considered by the Monitoring Officer.

4.0  A review may not be requested because a petitioner is not in agreement with the information supplied or  the petitioner disagrees with any action taken, if the Council has applied the “ principles of decision making “. Any challenge in this way is already covered in the Council Constitution under the “call in” procedure. 
5.0  If it was established by the Monitoring Officer that the petition had not been dealt with or responded to in appropriate manner, the petition would then be submitted to the appropriate  Overview and Scrutiny Committee.
6.0  In accordance with the Constitution; the Head of Democratic Services will make arrangements for the matter to be placed on the agenda for the relevant Scrutiny Committee/body. 
    (b)

Number of signatories to trigger a debate at 



Council/Cabinet 

It is recommended that a figure of 3,000 be established based on 
other authorities in Greater Manchester.

Petitions research has indicated the following schemes:

	Local Authority
	Number needed on a petition to require a senior officer to attend a meeting
	Full Council

	Manchester
	1000
	4000

	Bolton
	2000
	4000

	Rochdale
	1500
	3000

	Bury
	1500
	2500

	Oldham
	1500
	3000

	Wigan
	1500
	5000

	Stoke on Trent
	2500
	5000

	Basildon
	1000
	5000


(c)
Requirement of a Strategic Director to attend 


An authority’s petition scheme must specify how many signatures will 
be needed to require a senior officer to attend a meeting / hearing that 
is open to the public. A recommended figure is 1,000 based on other 
authorities in Greater Manchester.
(d) 
Petitions re Partner Organisations 

 If a petition relates to the responsibilities of one of our partner
organisations, then the petition will be forwarded to them, for them to 
consider the matter


If the submitted petition relates to an improvement in the economic, 
social or environmental wellbeing of the city the petition will be 
considered under the Council’s scheme.

If a petition is about an issue over which the Council has no direct 
control (for example the local railway or hospital) submitted  
representations will be forwarded to the appropriate body. 

If the petition relates to an issue under jurisdiction of another Local 
Authority the Council will give consideration to what the best method 
is for responding to it. It may consist of simply forwarding the petition 
to the other Council. In any event the Council will always notify the 
petition organiser of the action we have taken. 

Council 15th September, 2010
