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REPORT OF COUNCILLOR V. BURGOYNE

FREEDOM OF THE CITY OF SALFORD

Background

The City Council currently bestows two honours, namely the Civic Medal and the Mayor’s Citizen Award.

The Civic Medal has been awarded in the past to such people as Harold Riley and Mr. Rees (former Chief Executive). Please see Appendix A for a full list. There has never been a written criteria for the award of the Civic Medal and I have therefore prepared one for your consideration. The Mayor’s Citizen Award already has an existing criteria and I have attached a list of recipients Appendix B.

The Freedom of the City is considered the highest honour that the City Council can bestow upon an individual and should be in addition to the Mayor’s Citizen Award and the Civic Medal.

Having a tiered system in Salford will ensure that it is possible to recognise different types and levels of contributions to local life. The Freedom of the City will be awarded only on an exceptional basis. 

Award Group

I propose that an Award Group should be set up and it should consist of Members including those of the Council Agenda Setting Group. This Award Group will make the recommendation to Council concerning the Civic Medal and the Freedom of the City, the Council Agenda Setting Group will decide on the Mayor’s Citizen of Salford Award. 


The Mayor



The Deputy Mayor



Leader of the City Council



Deputy Leader of the City Council



Opposition Leaders



Two Non Cabinet Members



One other Member of the Main Party



Representative from Scrutiny Chairs 
Selection Criteria for the Awards of the Mayor’s Citizen Award and the Civic Medal
1)
Nominations should be sought through an application process. The application form will ask the nominee the reason for the nomination.

2)
All awards will be by application, available from the Members’ Services Unit.

3)
It should be possible to enable all awards to be given on a posthumous basis. 

4)
Where possible a Civic Ceremony will be held preceded or followed by hospitality.

5)
No nominee will receive less favourable treatment on the grounds of age, disability, employment status, ethnicity or national origin, gender, HIV status, sexuality or social class.

Selection Criteria for the Freedom of the City 
1)
Nominations will be accepted from citizens but must be accompanied by the support of an Elected Member of Salford City Council.

2)
Nominations should be sought through an application process. The application form will ask the nominee and the Elected Member the reason for the nomination and is available from the Members’ Services Unit.

3)
It should be possible to enable all awards to be given on a posthumous basis.

4)
Where possible a Civic Ceremony will be held preceded or followed by hospitality.

5)
No nominee will receive less favourable treatment on the grounds of age, disability, employment status, ethnicity or national origin, gender, HIV status, sexuality or social class.

a) Mayor’s Citizen of Salford Award
Nominations for the Mayor’s Citizen of Salford Award will be accepted for or on behalf of a person:

i) Who was born, lives or works in, or who has strong links with, the City of Salford.

ii) Who has made an outstanding contribution to the City as a whole or to its communities, or has achieved national, regional or international significance and in so doing promoted the City of Salford.

iii) In accepting the award the recipient must be willing to continue such work, able to accept the award and attend a ceremony, and willing to continue to act as an ambassador to the City.

The Ceremony
The Mayor will be robed and the award given at the ordinary meeting of the City Council each month where possible.

The Mayor will call upon the nominator to say a few words relating to the recipient and their reason for the nomination.

The Mayor will make the presentation and request the recipient to address the meeting.

b) The Civic Medal
Nominations for the Civic Medal will be accepted on behalf of a person who may not have been directly linked or involved with the City but by their actions have made a significant impact locally, nationally or internationally which the City Council considers worthy of recognition.

A Member of the City Council who has completed 40 years service will automatically receive the Civic Medal.

The Ceremony
The Mayor will be robed and the award given at an ordinary meeting of the City Council where possible.

The Mayor will call upon the nominator to say a few words relating to the recipient and their reason for the nomination.

The Mayor will make the presentation and request the recipient to address the meeting.

c) The Freedom of the City
The granting of the Freedom of the City to individuals or, in exceptional circumstances, groups should be undertaken in cases of major contributions to those living, working or visiting and therefore the City as a whole.

The Freedom of the City will be given to persons

i)       Who were born, live or work in, or who have strong links with, the City    

of Salford.

ii) Who have made a significant and outstanding contribution to the City as a whole or to its communities, or has achieved regional, national or international prominence and in so doing promoted the City of Salford.

iii) Who has a strong and continuing connection with and commitment to, the City of Salford or having made a major contribution to regional, national and international life and in doing so have enhanced the reputation of the City of Salford.

iv) In accepting the award the recipient must be willing to continue such work, be able to accept the award and attend a Civic Ceremony, and willing to continue to act as an ambassador to the City.

Examples of the type of contribution are listed below but these should not be considered exclusive.

· Business life and economic growth and prosperity

· Artistic and cultural endeavours

· Improvement to the built and natural environment

· Charitable work

· Sporting activity

· Religious and spiritual work

· Political activity

· Challenging inequality, poverty and discrimination

· Promoting a positive image of the City regionally, nationally and internationally

· Significantly contributed to upholding the values, life and the image of the City of Salford

A resolution must be passed by not less than two-thirds of the Members of the Council voting at a specially convened meeting to admit the Honorary Freeman. The resolution must recite the particular grounds upon which the 

Council have come to their decision and details of the public services rendered by the recipient must be included.

A Scroll will be prepared which will detail the reasons for the Freedom of the City being awarded. This Scroll will be sealed and encapsulated in a wooden box.

A badge will be provided for the recipient and presented together with the Scroll. The Freemans Declaration should be registered ready for signature at the ceremony.

The Ceremony
The Mayor and the Chief Executive will be robed and the award given at a  special meeting of the City Council. 

The Mayor will call upon the Chief Executive to read the resolution passed by the City Council.

The Mayor will call upon Councillors to move and second the motion.

The Mayor will, having put the motion to Council, request the recipient to come forward and read aloud and sign the Freemans Declaration.

The Mayor will make the presentation and request the recipient to address the meeting. The Mayor will declare the meeting closed.

A Civic Lunch will be held in honour of the recipient.
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	NOMINATION FORM

FREEDOM OF THE CITY


	


This form should be used to nominate a person or (in exceptional circumstances) groups for the award of Freedom of the City of Salford. Your nomination must be supported by an Elected Member of the City of Salford.

	NOMINATOR 
	
	


Full Name


:
……………………………………..

Address


:
……………………………………..






……………………………………..






……………………………………..

Telephone Number
:
……………………………………..

Fax Number

:
……………………………………..

E-Mail Address

:
……………………………………..

	SUPPORTED BY


Councillors Name
:
……………………………………..

Address


:
……………………………………..






……………………………………..






……………………………………..

Telephone Number
:
……………………………………..

Fax Number

:
……………………………………..

E-Mail Address

:
……………………………………..

	NOMINEE
	
	


Full Name


:
……………………………………..

Address


:
……………………………………..






……………………………………..






……………………………………..

Telephone Number
:
……………………………………..

Fax Number

:
……………………………………..

E-Mail Address

:
……………………………………..

Please confirm the following :-

(a)
The nominee was born, lives or works or has


YES/NO


strong links with the City


(b)
Please give (in the space provided below) details of why you 
consider the nominee should receive the award

(please continue on a separate piece of paper if necessary and enclose or attach any supporting information)

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………..
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