







Item 13b
GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE AUTHORITY

UPDATE ON KEY ISSUES

The purpose of this Briefing Note is to update Members on key activities, as follows:-

Appointment of Chairman and Vice Chairman

Councillor Paul Murphy and Mrs. Gloria Oates were appointed as Chairman and Vice Chairman, respectively, for 2007/08.

Air Support Unit

Members received reports relating to the performance of both the rotary and fixed wing aircraft.

CCTV Initiative

Members were updated on a project to develop and enhance the operational framework and use of CCTV across Greater Manchester. Members supported the development of a greater Manchester wide approach to CCTV in partnership with each of the Local Authorities.

Police Property Act Fund

Grants totalling £47,221.99 were approved and distributed to 68 organisations, including 5 in the Salford area.

Resources Allocation Formula

Members considered a report of the Chief Constable with regard to comments and suggestions which they felt should be considered for inclusion in the resource Allocation Formula used by GMP to distribute the available police officer posts.

The Deputy Chief Constable:-

· indicated that letters had been sent to MP’s, Leaders and Chief Executives throughout the Greater Manchester area seeking views on this issue.  He stressed that it was a matter for the Chief Constable, solely, to decide where police officers were deployed.  However, he indicated that the Chief Constable was aware of the political sensitivities surrounding this issue.

· informed Members that the following issues had been raised in responses received to date:-


-
cross border crime


-
anti-social behaviour


-
accuracy of 2001 census data


-
funding of Police Community Support Officers


-
drugs/drug offending

· explained what was meant by “Chief Officers Professional Judgement” and gave an example of how this had been used.  He also reminded Members that this was a “Distribution Formula” and that; inevitably, there would be “winners” and “losers” across Greater Manchester.

Reference was made to the “transient” population and the particular difficulties which they caused in coming to an accurate measurement which could be reflected in the formula.

A Member suggested that, when the Chief Constable reported back on this issue, a number of options were made available for discussion.

The Treasurer to the Authority suggested that there were a number of measures contained within the Revenue Support Grant settlement, which might prove to be useful.

In conclusion, Members felt that this was a good report, which highlighted the difficulties faced by the Chief Constable in distributing police officer posts across the Greater Manchester area.

Crime Statistics

The Chief Constable reported the following with regard to crime statistics:-

All Crime down 6.9% (23,310 less crimes)

Burglary down 8.5% (2056 less crimes)

Robbery down 5.5% (455 less crimes)

Vehicle Crime down 16.5% (9,234 less crimes)

Breakfast Briefings With Local businesses

A series of breakfast briefings were held with local businesses across the Greater Manchester area. The purpose of the Briefings was to enable businesses to have their say on policing following a request through the Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce for businesses to have more information and input on tackling crime which affects them.

“You Choose” Youth Priorities

Two events, which attracted more than 450 young adults were held at old Trafford and Bolton Arena.
As well as having a say on police priorities the young people got involved in three different workshops – guns and gangs, counter terrorism and a creative arts session.

Support for the Events came from GMP’s Counter Terrorism Unit, Bolton Council of Mosques, North West Arts Network, Bolton Youth Service and “Get Your Head Round It” puppet firm.

Sexual offences and gun crime were identified as top priorities for the police, with gun and knife crime, drug related crime and quicker response times being identified as the top six priorities.

Appropriate Adult Scheme

The Police Authority’s Appropriate Adult Scheme has been nominated for the Queen’s Award for voluntary Service, which recognises the vital role played by volunteers.
The Scheme has been nominated by inspector Gareth Winstanley (Stockport Division) in recognition of the great support it provides to young people and vulnerable adults ion that area. The Scheme also operates in Bolton, Manchester, Oldham, Salford, Tameside and Trafford and currently there are 50 volunteers signed up to the Scheme.
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