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REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


TO

Council


ON
!7th January, 2007

TITLE : Mediacity:UK – Planning Guidance

RECOMMENDATIONS : That Cabinet endorse the report and submit the amended Planning Guidance to Council for adoption.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :

In July of this year, Lead Member for Planning approved Draft Planning Guidance for mediacity:uk for the purposes of public consultation.  The consultation period closed on 28th September.  This report sets out the key issues raised and proposes responses to these comments, and recommends that with the changes proposed, the Guidance be submitted to Council for adoption.  


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :

(Available for public inspection)

Draft Mediacity:UK Planning Guidance 

Mediacity: Report of representations by consultees

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

low
	


SOURCE OF FUNDING:

LDF budget (for printing / publication costs)

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS




Provided by : Ian Sheard
2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by : Steve Bayley

3. ICT STEERING GROUP IMPLICATIONS


Provided by: David McIlroy

PROPERTY (if applicable):

N/A

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):


N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER :  David Evans – 0161 601 7733


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):  Ordsall, Weaste & Seedley

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: UDP – Policy MX/1 et al


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1 Introduction

1.1 
In July of this year, Lead Member for Planning approved Draft Planning Guidance for mediacity:uk for the purposes of public consultation.  The consultation period closed on 28th September.  This report sets out the key issues raised and proposes responses to these comments, and recommends that the Guidance as amended be submitted to Council for adoption.  

2.0 
Background

2.1   
Part of the Vision of the Central Salford URC is to transform Central Salford into a vibrant urban centre, to become the ‘most beautiful’ part of Greater Manchester.  One of the Priority Investment areas for the URC is Salford Quays.  This is the potential location for a new BBC North HQ complex.  In response to these complementary pressures, draft planning guidance has been prepared to set out principles for how a wider area can be developed for mixed use with a clear focus on creating the conditions for a ‘Media City’ of international standing.  This area extends to include part of Trafford Wharfside and officers of Trafford MBC have been involved in the preparation of the document.  They are ready to progress to adoption.

2.2
This Guidance relates to the intention to establish mediacty:uk (mc:uk) on approximately 220 ha of land in and around Salford Quays and Trafford Wharfside, with the 14.8 ha Quays Point site at its core.  The Vision is to create a globally significant new media city capable of competing with similar emerging locations in Copenhagen, Seoul and Singapore. 

2.3 
This Planning Guidance has been prepared jointly by Salford City Council and Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council to set out the guidelines that the Councils as local planning authorities will apply in considering applications for planning permission within the area. At this stage it represents non-statutory guidance, but it is set within the framework provided by the Adopted Salford Unitary Development Plan (2004 – 2016) (Salford UDP) and the Revised Adopted UDP for Trafford (Trafford UDP), and will be translated into the respective Local Development Framework documents in due course, and as appropriate.

2.4
It is intended that the Guidance will be regarded as a material consideration for the City Council and Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council when determining planning applications and other matters in the area.  

3.0 Consultation Process

3.1 
The draft Planning Guidance for mediacity:uk has been subject to a six week public consultation period, which ended on 28th September.

3.2 
A summary of the representations received is attached, with comments from your officers and proposed response.  Trafford officers have undertaken a similar exercise and their comments are incorporated..  A total of 17 responses have been received.  Most of these have been submitted by interested organisations, with 1 from an elected Salford Council Member and 1 from a member of the public.  Most of the comments of detail are more relevant to Salford, although some (of principle) equally apply to Trafford.

4.0 Conclusion

4.1
Cabinet is requested to support the proposed amendments to draft guidance, to take account of the representations received, and to submit the amended Planning Guidance to Council for adoption.
Cllr Derek Antrobus

Lead Member for Planning
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