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	REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES


	TO THE COUNCIL ON 18th APRIL, 2007


	TITLE:
COUNCIL CONSTITUTION - PROPOSED AMENDMENTS


	RECOMMENDATION: THAT the proposed amendments to the Council Constitution as set out in the appendix to this report be approved.


	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: This report contains a number of suggested amendments to the Council Constitution.


	BACKGROUND DOCUMENT: Council Constitution. (Available for public inspection)


	ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
N/A


	SOURCE OF FUNDING:
N/A


	COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative): N/A


	1.  LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:          N/A    3.  PROPERTY:
             N/A
2.  FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:   N/A    4.  HUMAN RESOURCES:   N/A

3.  ICT STEERING GROUP IMPLICATIONS:    N/A


	CONTACT OFFICER:
P.D. Templeton 
                  Tel. No. 
793 3018




Committee Services Manager


	WARDS TO WHICH REPORT RELATE: 
All


	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

Council Constitution


	DETAILS: Proposed amendments to the Constitution are set out in the appendix to this report. 



Appendix 

	Page
	Reference
	Existing Wording
	Proposed Amendment
	Reason

	85
	Part 3, Section 3
(Scheme of Delegation)
- Lead Member for Environment (E5(a)(iv))


	(New Delegation)
	"Authority to set fees, not statutorily prescribed, in respect of the Gambling Act 2005."
	As requested by the Licensing and Safety Regulatory Panel

	85
	Part 3, Section 3
(Scheme of Delegation)
- Strategic Director and Deputy Director of Environment (E5(b)(viii))
	"Authority to register organisations under the Lotteries and Amusements Act 1976."


	"Authority to register small society lotteries under the Gambling Act 2005."


	- ditto -

	116
	Part 3, Section 3
(Scheme of Delegation)
- Licensing and Safety Regulatory Panel
	(New Delegation)
	"Authority to approve the making of an order, under section 284 of the Gambling Act 2005, disapplying the following sections of that Act to specific premises: -

(a) Section 279 (Exemption for low level gaming to take place)

(b) Section 282 (Automatic entitlement to make two Category C or D gaming machines available for use).
	- ditto -

	105
	Part 3, Section 3
(Scheme of Delegation)
- Strategic Director of Housing and Planning or his/her nominee (H8(b) Engineering Service (xvi))
	"Authority to number/renumber properties."
	"Authority to number/renumber properties, and to take action or instruct the City Solicitor to take action (i.e. a prosecution) to ensure that the numbering/renumbering of properties is enforced."
	As requested by the Strategic Director of Housing and Planning


	Page
	Reference
	Existing Wording
	Proposed Wording
	Reason

	125
	Council Standing Order 1.1(b) 
	“Ordinary meetings of the Council shall normally commence at 
2.00 pm.”
	“Ordinary meetings of the Council shall normally commence at 9.30 am, adjourn at 1.00 pm (if business has not been completed) and recommence at 2.00 pm, provided that if the Council resolved before 1.00 pm, that, in their opinion, the remaining business can be completed by 1.30 pm, the meeting may continue until that time but shall then terminate automatically and not recommence at 2.00 pm, whether or not the business of the Council has been completed.  The order of the business to be completed may be varied so as to provide for the transaction of the most urgent business at 1.00 pm.  ”
	Recommended by Council Agenda Group. 

	125
	Council Standing Order 1.2
	“The order of business shall be set out in the agenda but (subject to any statutory requirements) may be varied by the Mayor at his or her discretion or by discretion of the Council.” 
	Delete “by the Mayor at his or her discretion or.”
	Recommended by Council Agenda Group (as discussed at meeting in January, 2007).

	132
	Council Standing Order 2.10(b) 
	“Any business not transacted or completed at a meeting of the Council shall be considered at a date and time fixed by the Mayor or, failing that, at the next ordinary meeting of the Council.”
	Delete wording.  
	- ditto -

	132
	Council Standing Order 2.10(c) - replaced by (c) and (d)
	“All meetings of the Council shall finish not later than 5.00 pm, provided that if the Council resolved before 5.00 pm, that, in their opinion, the remaining business can be completed by 5.30 pm, the meeting may continue until that time but shall then terminate automatically whether or not the business of the Council has been completed.  The order of the business to be completed may be varied so as to provide for the transaction of the most urgent business at 5.00 pm.  A Member who is speaking when the meeting is due to finish (whether at 5.00 or 5.30 pm) may continue to speak for no more than five minutes from the time he or she commenced speaking.”
	“(c) The Council Agenda Group may from time to time recommend to Council that a specific meeting should finish by a particular time.  The Council Agenda Group will give reasons for such a recommendation e.g. the ordinary meeting of the Council in May will need to finish in time for the Annual Meeting of the Council to start at 2.00 pm.
(d) If the Council approves a recommendation of the Council Agenda Group, or otherwise decides, that a meeting shall finish at a particular time, the meeting will terminate at that time whether or not the business has been completed.  In accordance with Council Standing Order 1.2, the Council may vary the order of business to provide for the most urgent business to be completed.  A Member who is speaking when the meeting is due to finish may continue to speak for no more than five minutes from the time he or she commences speaking.  At the conclusion of this time, if a Member moves that a vote be taken and this matter is seconded and approved by Council, such a vote shall be taken and the Council meeting will then finish.”
	- ditto -
In accordance with the Decision taken by  Council on 21st March,2007.


