GREATER MANCHESTER FIRE AND RESCUE AUTHORITY

BRIEFING NOTE FOR SALFORD CITY COUNCIL

FROM COUNCILLOR GEORGE WILSON 

This report updates Council Colleagues on items of interest from the Fire and Rescue Authority since my last report.

Beatsweep

               The Fire Service has lead on the Beatsweep initiative since its creation under the Manchester and Salford Crime Reduction project. The initial aim of the Beatsweep initiative was to reduce arson-related crime in hotspot areas. However, the partnership has evolved since its inception, and now has a holistic zero-tolerance approach to all forms of crime and disorder.

The Beatsweep initiative is seen as the main strategy in achieving the Fire LPSA2 targets and as such it is committed to a further 7 in the next 18 months. The pump-priming money obtained through the LPSA is being used to fund this. As such our target of 2 further Beatsweeps before the end of March 2007 has been achieved. Following on from the Beatsweep on the Duchy Estate in the Riverside/Irwell Ward, Salford Borough has just completed a very successful Beatsweep in the Little Hulton and the outcomes of that initiative are outlined below. Furthermore the Ordsall Beatsweep is well underway and is scheduled to be completed by the end of April 2007.

Little Hulton Beatsweep Outcomes:
	Environmental Services
	31.2 tonnes of fly tipping cleared

17 fridges disposed

9 graffiti removed

	Harrop Fold School
	Pupils distributed 1,000 information 

packs to local residents

	GMP (2 Days Enforcement)
	16 cars seized for no tax

22 cars seized for no insurance

7 fixed penalties

Additional 40 cars stopped by ANPR

6 Arrests in total, including:

2 for disqualified driving

1 for immigration offences

1 driving with excess alcohol


1 wanted on Warrant

	Benefit Agency (Fraud)
	72 people questioned

53 from Salford

19 From other areas

2 cases of living together

1 working whilst in receipt of DWP benefits

1 working whilst in receipt of LA and DWP benefits

	Fire and Rescue Service
	118 HRFA’s by Emergency Crews and

CFS

14 Fire Safety Inspections

1 serious Contravention

1 required further AFD

1 blocked Emergency Exit

1 defective Emergency Lighting

2 Personal Emergency Evacuation Plans

provided for disabled workers

	Surgeries (3 afternoons)
	Fire & Rescue Service

New Prospect Housing Ltd

Smoke Free Homes

Environmental Services stand


	Gateway Checks
	25 buses checked (676 people)

6 travelling without correct fair

High visibility presence

	Urban Vision
	4 areas with defective street lighting


Heartstart

The Fire and Rescue Service in Salford is the only one in the UK that has entered into a partnership with Heartstart in order to provide CPR (cardio-pulmonary resuscitation) and basic life-support training to the local community. This is a particularly important partnership on the Community Risk front as Salford has the second highest incidents of heart attacks in the UK. 

This initiative continues to grow from strength to strength the Borough has 38 trainers

who are affiliated Heartstart trainers who are delivering this training in Salford. During

2006/2007 the Fire Service in Salford have delivered this vital training to over 500

members of the community in Salford. In recognition of this work completed by 

GMFRS, Heartstart UK have recently donated 36 manikins and 5 TV/DVD players at 

the cost of over £5000 to be utilised by the Firefighters of Salford.
 

Salford Environmental Crime and Arson Reduction Officer
A bid is currently being constructed to employ a further Environmental Crime and Arson Reduction officer in the City of Salford. The council already employ such an officer and statistics have shown a 25% decrease in fly tipping across the Borough. The Fire Service in Salford will part fund the employment of a further officer for 3 years who will be directed to the worse wards which show an unacceptable level of arson. This officer will become the “eyes and ears” of the service actively targeting offenders and reducing the incidences of arson and fly tipping in these areas.

Helping Hands Partnership

A joint bid is being constructed between the Fire Service in Salford and the social enterprise organisation ‘Helping Hands’. The purpose of this bid is to employ up to three individuals to deliver Home Fire Safety Risk Assessments to the most vulnerable individuals within Salford. This bid is at the early stages but if successful could result in up to an extra 6000 properties a year having risk assessments done. At present over 5000 home fire safety risk assessments are done per year by operational Firefighters.

Clapperboard

Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service, in partnership with Clapperboard Youth Project is bringing an exciting educational film-making initiative to Salford. The initiative will give young people, who would not normally have access to the film and TV industry, the opportunity to make their own short films about safety and social issues which affect them and their communities. The project, supported by organisations such as Granada / ITV, Tightrope Pictures and the University of Salford will involve 6 Salford high schools who will each be tasked with creating and making their own short films. They will be assisted by industry professionals and all films will be shown and awards presented at an Oscars style ceremony to be held in September 2007.  Greater Manchester Fire Service has contributed £50,000 to this project and has had funding also provided by Salford’s Community Safety Unit. The films will then be used as educational aids by the Fire and Rescue Service, its partners and other schools.  Paul Abbot the writer of the hit TV show Shameless is the patron of this project.

Work is also ongoing in the following areas:

Salford Local Area Agreement and Local Public Sector Agreement

Salford Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership

Partnership with Salford Call Centre

Home Fire Safety Post Fatality Strategy

Salford Local Strategic Partnership

Neighbourhood Management Partnership
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