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REPORT OF URBAN VISION 



TO THE 

TO COUNCIL ON 19th July 2006


TITLE: ADOPTION OF SALFORD CITY COUNCIL SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT:  TREES AND DEVELOPMENT

RECOMMENDATIONS:

That the revised draft “Salford City Council Supplementary Planning Document: Trees and Development “ be adopted.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The consultation exercise for the draft of the supplementary planning document, “Trees and Development”, has now been completed, representations considered and the draft SPD revised as appropriate.  It is therefore recommended that the revised draft SPD now be adopted.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)

· Consultation Statement (under Regulation 18(4) of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004).

· Sustainability Appraisal Report

· Equality Impact Assessment

· Adoption statement


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
LOW

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

The cost of preparing and printing the document is the council’s revenue UDP budget.  

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by:
Ian Sheard

There are no significant legal implications. The documents have been prepared in accordance with statutory requirements.

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by:
Nigel Dickens

There are no significant financial implications.

PROPERTY (if applicable):


Not applicable

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):

Not applicable

	


CONTACT OFFICER:
Anthony Stephenson
0161 779 4841


WARD TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:
ALL WARDS


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

Pledge 7:
Enhancing life in Salford 

Unitary Development Plan

Local Development Scheme


DETAILS 

1 Introduction

1.1 The Local Development Scheme (LDS) identifies the production of a Supplementary Planning Document for Trees and Development.  The purpose of the SPD to give guidance to all people involved in the development process about the standard that the Local Planning Authority requires for new development proposals with specific reference to the retention, protection and planting of trees.
1.2 The Trees and Development SPD will be a significant material consideration in the determination of planning applications and appeals.  It will also be conducive to a transparent and efficient planning process.

1.3 A number of consultation exercises, as detailed in the Consultation Statement, have informed the content of the Trees and Development SPD.  
1.4 Urban Vision has been appointed to lead on the production of the Supplementary Planning Document and the accompanying Sustainability Appraisal.  
4. Background

2.1
On 13th February 2006, Lead Member for Planning resolved that the draft of the Supplementary Planning Document, “Trees and Development”, the Sustainability Appraisal and the Consultation Statement be approved for the purposes of consultation and the proposed consultation arrangements be approved.

2.2 The consultation exercise has now been completed, representations considered and the draft SPD revised.  

2.3 The purpose of this report is to present the outcome of the consultation exercise and progress adoption of the SPD.

2.4 Full details of the consultation exercise, representations received, the proposed adoption draft and the supporting documents are contained in the attached report to council.

3.
Response to Consultation

3.1
The following organisations/persons submitted representations within the formal public consultation period:

· Greater Manchester Police Architectural Liaison Unit;

· Red Rose Forest;

· GONW

· Moorside Residents Association

· Environment Agency

· Capita Symonds (Arboricultural consultant)

· Worsley and Swinton Residents Association

3.2
The main issues raised and the council’s response was as follows:

3.3
Tree Surveys (Policy TD1): Additional guidance on assessing the amenity of trees, wildlife considerations, and BS 5837:2005 was requested within this Policy.  These changes are supported and the Policy has been amended accordingly.

3.4
Considerations for Design Layout:  Qualification was sought to highlight the fact that it may not be possible to retain some trees and that others can be considered an acceptable loss in terms of the overall development of a site.  This view is supported and the Reasoned Justifications to policies TD2 and 3 have been amended accordingly.  In addition the inclusion of reference to the Root Protection Area (RPA) has been included where appropriate. 

3.5
New Tree planting:  It has been suggested that, where 2 for 1 replacement cannot be reasonably accommodated on site, contributions should be sought for off site contributions.  Although the intention of this view is supported, off site contributions would have to be secured through a legal agreement.  In addition, there would be a requirement to identify sites for the tree planting. There is potential to achieve the latter through initiatives such as Greater Manchester’s Community Forest (Red Rose Forest), or through Community Action Plans, but it may not be reasonable to enter into a legal agreement to secure small numbers of trees due to cost implications.  However, Policy TD6 has been amended to encourage off site planting where practical.

4. Conclusion

4.1 It is recommended that the revised draft “Salford City Council Supplementary Planning Document: Trees and Development” be adopted by the city council as part of the Local Development Framework.

Malcolm Sykes

STRATEGIC DIRCTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING
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