ITEM NO 15b

GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE AUTHORITY

UPDATE ON KEY ACTIVITIES

The purpose of this Briefing Notice is to update Members on recent key activities, as follows:-

Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships - Strategic Role of the Police Authority
Members considered a report informing them of the progress of the Home Office implementation of the Crime and Disorder Act Review and the future strategic role of the Police Authority in respect of crime and disorder issues.

Reference was made to the issues of police force restructuring and the emerging “City Regions” proposals, and the need to ensure uniformity across local authorities on how Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships operated.

Members agreed that arrangements be made for a Seminar to be held to discuss the future role of the Police Authority on this issue.

Police Authority Equalities Agenda

Consideration was given to a report updating Members on the Police Authority’s Race Equality Scheme.

It was agreed that a joint GMPA/GMP Seminar be held to enable discussions to take place with regard to developing a joint approach for dealing with the equalities agenda, in particular, the need to introduce an Equalities Monitoring Board to examine all equalities schemes and impact assessments and to review, in general, the progress of both GMPA’s/GMP’s Equalities Strategies.

A report on the outcome of the joint Seminar to be considered at a future meeting of the Police Authority.

Off Road Motorcycling Related Anti Social Behaviour

Members were informed of multi agency initiatives to reduce the levels of anti social behaviour associated with the illegal use of off road motorcycles, mini motos and quad bikes.  Members were also informed that:-

· Albert Park in Salford is being used as a pilot site for warning signs indicating that bikes would be confiscated without a further warning being given.

· more officers had been trained in relation to the seizure of bikes.

· the number of police road motorcycles had been reduced with a subsequent increase in the number of off road motorcycles being provided.

· GMPA/GMP were working together to devise an appropriate policy relating to off road seizures.

· GMPA/GMP were to issue joint press releases raising awareness of off road issues.

· Barbara Keeley, MP, had agreed to “Champion” the off road campaign to introduce a “compulsory registration scheme” for off road bikes in the Commons.  Lord Bradley had also expressed an interest in performing a similar role in the Lords. 

Police Community Support Officers

Members considered a report seeking approval for an increase in Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) numbers and an acceleration of the timetable for increasing the PCSO establishment.

A lengthy discussion took place during which:-

· a Member asked if there would be any adverse effect on the recruitment of regular police officers.  The Deputy Chief Constable indicated that this would not be allowed to happen.

· in response to another question the Deputy Chief Constable indicated that the PCSO’s had a role to play as additional to regular police officers and that restrictions on the use of such officers had been imposed at a national level.

· a Member indicated that previous agreements in relation to PCSO’s were not being adhered to - the Deputy Chief Constable undertook to investigate this matter and report back to the Member direct.

Members accepted the further increase in PCSO numbers and the associated financial commitments and:-

· accepted the Home Office proposals in respect of bringing forward the recruitment of 336 new PCSO’s to which the Authority had already agreed, and the creation of 229 further posts to be filled by the end of April, 2007.

· approved the creation of 412 further posts in 2007/08 and requested the Chief Constable to develop a strategy for the flexible use of PCSO’s from 2007/08 onwards.

Rewards Offered in Cases of Serious Crime
Members agreed to increase the maximum reward offered in cases of serious crime from £10,000 to £20,000.
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