	
	PART I

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO.9


	REPORT OF Chair of Licensing and Safety Regulatory Panel



	TO Salford City Council

ON 20th December 2006



	TITLE :
                      Gambling Act 2005 – Policy Statement







	RECOMMENDATIONS :      That the Council approve the adoption of the Gambling Act             2005 Policy Statement subject to the necessary amendments being made.



	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :    The Gambling Act 2005 requires the Council as Licensing Authority to have in place by 3rd January 2007 its Gambling Policy Statement which will guide it as Licensing Authority when considering applications under the Act.



	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :


Gambling Act 2005

Gambling Commission’s Guidance to Licensing Authorities

Draft Policy Statement

Letters from respondents

(available for public inspection)



	ASSESSMENT OF RISK :
Low





	SOURCES OF FUNDING :
Licence fees





	COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative)



	1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
	Provided by :


	Tracy Barr

Solicitor

	2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
	Provided by :
	Chris Lingard

The Policy does not have implications but the implementation of the Act will have administrative costs which should be balanced by the generation of fees.



	PROPERTY (if applicable):



	HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):



	CONTACT OFFICER :
Tracy Barr     793 2802



	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) :
All



	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES :
Crime and Disorder






	DETAILS                                 See below




1. Under the requirements of the Gambling Act 2005 the City Council will be the Licensing Authority for Salford.  As part of this role it is required to produce a Gambling Policy Statement, which will guide the Council as Licensing Authority when exercising its functions under the Act.

2. The Policy Statement was prepared under Section 349 of the Act and in accordance with the Guidance to Licensing Authorities issued by the Gambling Commission in April 2006.

3. The draft Policy Statement was drawn up in June 2006, based upon a LACORS template and amended slightly in conjunction with other AGMA (Association of Greater Manchester Authorities) members.

4. It was widely distributed  as part of a statutory consultation process conducted between July and September 2006.

5.
10 responses were received.

The comments made by the respondents have been summarised in the Report attached at Appendix 1, which also includes an appraisal of those comments and a recommendation as to whether the Policy Statement should be amended. 

6.
At its meeting on 23rd November 2006, the Licensing Regulatory Panel voted to recommend to Council that all the proposed recommendations in Appendix 1 be adopted.

7.
The draft Policy Statement included a proposed scheme of delegation setting out how the Licensing Authority functions would be carried out.  The scheme itself was taken directly from the Guidance to Licensing Authorities issued by the Gambling Commission.  The scheme was referred to in the body of the Statement and incorporated as an Appendix

8.
At the Panel meeting, the Panel were advised that the relevant provisions of the Act had not yet   been brought into force and that accordingly, there was no power to include the scheme in the policy itself.  The Panel accepted that advice and voted to recommend that the scheme be removed from the Policy Statement and the reference to it at para 8.2 be amended.

9.
For information, the scheme of delegation proposed in the draft Policy is shown at Appendix 2.  As and when the relevant provisions of the Gambling Act are brought into force, a scheme of delegation will be presented to Council for consideration

10
The Policy Statement is required to be approved by full Council in order that it can come into force on 3rd  January 2007, as required by the Act.


