SALFORD CITY COUNCIL
17th January, 2007

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
adjourned:
3.35 p.m.
"
recommenced:
3.45 p.m.
"
ended:
5.30 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor B.P. Murphy (Mayor) - in the Chair

Councillors Ainsworth, Antrobus, Broughton, E. Burgoyne, V. Burgoyne, Clague, Coen, Compton, Connor, Cooke, Deas, Devine, Ferrer, K. Garrido, R. Garrido, Gray, Harold, Heywood, Hinds, Howard, Hudson, Humphreys, Hunt, Jolley, Jones, Kean, King, B. Lea, M. Lea, Lightup, Lindley, Loveday, Macdonald M.B.E., Merry, Miller, Morris, Mullen, Jane Murphy, Joe Murphy, Owen, Pennington, Pooley, Potter, Salmon, Sheehy, Smyth, Turner, Warmisham, Warner and Wilson

115.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Cullen, Dawson, Dobbs, Hulmes, Lancaster, Mann, O’Neill, Ryan and Witkowski.

116.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no pecuniary interests declared.

117.
MAYOR’S CITIZEN AWARD
The recipient for the Mayor’s Citizen Award for January, 2007, was Betty Lowe, M.B.E., a Founder Member of the League of Friends of Hope Hospital and a long serving member of the WRVS.  The nomination was proposed by Pat Commerford.  Councillors K. Garrido, Morris and Owen paid tribute to the excellent service provided at Hope Hospital by the recipient and expressed their pleasure in supporting the granting of this award.

Betty Lowe thanked the Mayor and Members for their tribute and expressed her gratitude to her colleagues of the WRVS working at Hope Hospital.

118.
NEW YEAR’S HONOURS LIST
The Mayor made reference to the following honours that had been bestowed by Her Majesty The Queen as part of the New Year’s Honours List 2007:

Councillor Ian Macdonald, M.B.E. for services to the Magistrates Courts.  

Mr. J.C. Willis, C.B.E. for services to Local Government.

Mr. B. Dixon, County Fire Officer, C.B.E. for 35 years service with the Fire Service.

Mr. T. Proctor, Deputy County Fire Officer awarded the QFSM.

Members from all political groups paid tribute to the awards which had been bestowed upon the recipients.  

Councillor Macdonald thanked Members for the tributes.

119.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th December, 2006, subject to the amendment of Minute 110 (Housing and Planning Guidance) by the addition of “Councillor Howard commented on the need to include reference to bungalows within the document” after the words “….. older property”, were signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

Councillor Ainsworth questioned the accuracy of Minute 105(a) - Questions and Comments to the Lead Member for Children’s Services, regarding the reference to the total value of the BSF programme, as the figures stated in the minute i.e. “£110M, £10M of which for ICT”, differed from those contained in the Outline Business Case (OBC) which had been submitted to the funding body.

The Chief Executive advised Council that figures contained within the OBC at the time of its submission were accurate.  Councillor Merry reiterated that at the time the figure of £110M and £10M were reported to Council on 20th December, 2006, these were also accurate. 

120.
PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS

RESOLVED:
THAT the following petitions received by the Mayor be dealt with as follows:-

	Councillor
	Details of Petition
	Directorate

	Cooke (on behalf of Councillor O’Neill)
	From the residents of Milner Street, Swinton - second petition regarding grass verge being damaged by parked vehicles
	Housing and Planning

	Cooke (on behalf of Councillor O’Neill)
	From over 4,000 residents and users of Swinton Shopping Precinct objecting to the parking charges imposed on the Precinct car park due to the impact on surrounding areas and local businesses
	Housing and Planning

	Devine
	From the residents of Lakeside Avenue, Hilltop, Walkden, objecting to problems being caused by parked vehicles
	Housing and Planning

	Lindley
	From over 1,000 residents of Little Hulton and Walkden, objecting to and opposing the proposed closure of St. George’s R.C. High School
	Children’s Services


121.
MAYORALTY - MUNICIPAL YEAR 2007/08


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Councillor V. Burgoyne, as proposed by Councillor Smyth and seconded by Councillor Potter, with support from Councillors K. Garrido and Owen, be nominated for election to the office of Mayor of the City of Salford for the 2007/08 Municipal Year.



(2) THAT Councillor Morris, as proposed by Councillor Warmisham and seconded by Councillor Hunt, with support from Councillors K. Garrido and Owen, be nominated for election to the office of Deputy Mayor of the City of Salford for the 2007/08 Municipal Year.



(3) THAT the nominated Mayor and Deputy Mayor for the City of Salford for 2007/08 be installed at the Annual Meeting of the Council to be held on Wednesday, 16th May, 2007.

122.
COUNCIL MEETINGS MUNICIPAL YEAR 2007/08
The Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services submitted a report containing details of the recommendations of the Council Agenda Group with regard to a proposed timetable for Council meetings for the next municipal year. 

Councillor Merry stated that the new timetable would bring the City into line with other Greater Manchester Authorities, would allow more time to be spent on Council business and enable full Council debates on key policy developments.

He also stated that the proposals would modernise Council meetings and would remove the existing “guillotine” arrangements in the constitution.

Councillor Cooke moved an amendment, seconded by Councillor Owen, that the matter be referred to the appropriate Scrutiny Committee to enable detailed consideration.

Councillor K. Garrido supported the amendment on the basis that there was adequate time before the proposals would need to be implemented in May, 2007.

Councillor Merry spoke against the amendment, stating that it was important to agree the timetable now, to ensure that all the outstanding constitutional issues could be considered and agreed by Council before the commencement of the new municipal year.

The Mayor then put the amendment to the vote and upon a show of hands declared it not carried.

In recommencing the debate on the recommendations contained within the report, Councillor Jones commented upon the number of meetings and the number of officers attending meetings especially in respect of Community Committee meetings.

Councillor K.Garrido made the following comments: -

· This was the second proposal to affect Council business introduced in the last 12 months, first the “guillotine” and now two monthly Council meetings.

· She had been unable to discuss the proposal with the Leader prior to the Council Agenda Group meeting as she had been away on holiday.

· The proposals would increase the length of time at Council, and could potentially affect the attendance of those Members who also were in full or partial employment.

· The proposals could deter people from wanting to stand as Elected Members.

She then  moved a further amendment that was seconded by Councillor Macdonald as follows:

“That Council meetings be held on a monthly basis commencing at 6.00 p.m., to enable Elected Members who also worked, to attend the meetings”.

Councillor Jolley commented that evening meetings could also impact upon those Councillors or prospective Councillors who had caring issues in an evening.

Councillor Lindley spoke in favour of the second amendment stating that it would modernise the Council and could potentially encourage younger people to take up the role as an Elected Member.

Councillor R. Garrido commented that the current arrangements for Council attracted very little or no public attention mainly due to the fact that Council was held during the day.  The second amendment would provide a better opportunity for the public to attend.  He further stated that many of the Council’s neighbouring authorities met during the evening.  In response to comments made by Councillor Jones in respect of the overall number of meetings he stated that part of the problem was that Scrutiny Committees were not allowed to perform their function and the matter should have gone to Scrutiny before being submitted to Council and he fully supported the second amendment.

Councillor Owen supported the second amendment stating that the timetable contained in the report reduced accountability and could lead to the potential slowing down of business being transacted by Council. 

Councillor Warner commented that his experience had shown that holding Local Transport Network meetings in the evening had attracted a low attendance by the public.

Councillors Hinds and Smyth spoke against more meetings being held in the evenings.

Councillor Merry stated that Members had time to consider the implications of the report, whereas the second amendment had been proposed at this meeting.  He reiterated that the proposals contained in the report would allow for the transaction of more business by Council.

The Mayor then put the second amendment to the Council, upon which five Members stood and requested that in accordance with Standing Order 2.11(a) voting should be by roll call and recorded in the minutes.


The Mayor called for a recorded vote.


Members present voted as follows:-

	For the Amendment
	Against the Amendment
	Abstentions

	Ainsworth

Compton

Cooke

Deas

Ferrer

K. Garrido

R. Garrido

Gray

Heywood

Howard

Lindley

Macdonald

Owen

Pooley

Turner
	Antrobus
Kean

Sheehy

Broughton
King

Smyth

E. Burgoyne
B. Lea
Warmisham

V. Burgoyne
M. Lea
Warner

Clague
Lightup
Wilson

Coen

Loveday

Connor
Merry

Devine
Miller

Harold

Morris

Hinds

Mullen

Hudson
Jane Murphy

Humphreys
Joe Murphy

Hunt

Pennington

Jolley

Potter

Jones

Salmon





Warner
	B.P. Murphy



 
The Mayor declared the vote as follows:-


For the second amendment

15


Against the second amendment

35


Abstentions




1


He then declared the second amendment not carried.

In recommencing the debate on the main report Councillor Cooke commented that the proposals were a cost cutting measure and it brought into question the accountability of the Labour Group as they were trying to avoid being questioned by the opposition groups.  He further commented that a six week cycle would be more in line with other authorities. He made reference to Parliamentary Question Time procedures and stated the proposals were not about improving democracy of Council but would weaken accountability.

In response Councillor Merry stated the major constitutional issues, such as the arrangements for the submission of questions would be considered at future Council meetings.

The Mayor then put the recommendations contained in the report to the vote and upon a show of hands declared the recommendations carried and its was:-


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the proposed timetable for Council meetings for the municipal year 2007/08 be as follows:-

	Date
	Purpose of Meeting
	Time

	16th May, 2007
	Ordinary meeting
	9.30 a.m.

	16th May, 2007
	Annual meeting
	2.00 p.m.

	20th June, 2007
	Policy meeting*
	9.30 a.m.

	18th July, 2007
	Ordinary meeting
	9.30 a.m.

	19th September, 2007
	Ordinary meeting
	9.30 a.m.

	21st November, 2007
	Ordinary meeting
	9.30 a.m.

	19th December, 2007
	Policy meeting
	9.30 a.m.

	16th January, 2008
	Ordinary meeting
	9.30 a.m.

	20th February, 2008
	Budget meeting**
	9.30 a.m.

	19th March, 2008
	Ordinary meeting
	9.30 a.m.



*
This meeting would also consider any items that had not been considered by Council at the Ordinary meeting in May.


**
Provisional date, subject to circumstances.



(2) THAT the first Wednesday of each month be no longer reserved for potential meetings of the Council.



(3) THAT further reports be submitted containing details of proposed revisions to the constitution and the establishment of the new timetable of meetings.



(4) THAT the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services investigate the implications for the remainder of the meetings diary for the municipal year 2007/08.

123.
THE EXCHANGE, GREENGATE PLANNING GUIDANCE: PUBLIC CONSULTATION OUTCOME AND AMENDED PLANNING GUIDANCE DOCUMENT
Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning, gave a detailed presentation to Council on the 20 planning policies that were to be implemented in this part of the City to secure major redevelopment, improvements to public open spaces, sustainability and development of micro generation strategies.

The presentation outlined the types of development that would be encouraged and provided a demonstration of the potential to retain the existing character of the area whilst increasing its attraction as a place to work, live and participate in leisure activities.

Councillor Cooke supported the guidance and welcomed the presentation as a positive step to the creation of micro generation and the delivery of a “Central Park” for the City.

Councillor K. Garrido also spoke in favour and expressed the need to remain focussed on what the Council wanted to achieve.  She also gave the full support of her group in enabling the Council to complete the redevelopment of the area.

Various Members commented on their support for the proposal and key points raised related to:-

· the need to secure ongoing maintenance.

· the potential to involve children and young people in the planning process.

· the opportunity to create a “wow” factor for Salford.

· the need to retain heritage alongside the new developments.


In response Councillor Antrobus:-

· thanked all Members for the enthusiasm they had shown in respect of this matter.

· gave details of a project being led by Councillor Cullen in conjunction with Salford Museum and Art Gallery and Salford University to create “virtual archaeology”.

· stated that a full report on the archaeology of the area was due shortly.

· indicated that funding would be made available to ensure ongoing maintenance.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Exchange, Greengate Planning Guidance, as now submitted, be approved and adopted.

124.
MEDIA CITY PLANNING GUIDANCE
Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning, submitted for approval and adoption the Media City Planning Guidance.  He stated that the policy did not only relate to the relocation of the BBC, but was also about securing the best redevelopment of the area to encourage potential for all media industries.

He further stated that the aim of the policy was to secure strong planning links with the other parts of the City.


Councillor Pennington seconded the adoption of the policy.

Councillor K. Garrido commented that the item had not been included on the draft agenda or considered by the Council Agenda Group.  She stated that she welcomed the planning guidance indicating that it established a clear framework for the redevelopment of this part of the City.

Councillor Ainsworth raised some concerns about the areas adjacent to the Media City and the need to use similar standards under (BREEAM) as developed in the Greengate area and to develop master planning through the neighbourhood planning process for the wider area.  He moved an amendment to defer that part of the document that referred to the land north of Broadway to enable full consideration to be given to the planning process and guidance for this area.

Councillor Pooley seconded the amendment.  Councillor Owen indicated that the amendment did not relate directly to the Media City area but the adjoining areas and sought an assurance that neighbourhood plans and strategies/strategic plans could be clarified.

Councillors K. Garrido and Merry spoke against the amendment stating that the discussions on the wider area could continue after the adoption of the guidance, which they both stated was in the best interest of the Council.

 
Councillor Antrobus made the following statement:-

· He would wish the amendment to be withdrawn and he was prepared to look at the wider adjoining areas and potential open space developments.

· BREEAM status was not possible in this area due to its proximity to the regional centre.

· He had met with Councillor Ainsworth regarding the boundaries, any changes would delay the adoption of the guidance and would mean that both Salford and Trafford Councils would be required to go out to public consultation again.

· The proposed guidance would be used by the Planning and Transport Regulatory Panel to determine planning applications in this area.

· He gave an undertaking to (a) remove figure 3.1 from the document and (b) to meet with Councillor Ainsworth to discuss the issues he had raised.


Councillor Ainsworth then withdrew his amendment.

Councillor Salmon referred to the need to support cycling in the Quays area and examine any old By-laws that needed to be changed or revoked.


Councillor Antrobus agreed to investigate the matter.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Media City Planning Guidance be approved and adopted.

125.
FINISHING TIME OF COUNCIL

RESOLVED:
THAT in accordance with Standing Order 2.10, the meeting be extended beyond 5.00 p.m., to conclude no later than 5.30 p.m.

126.
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE CHILDREN’S SERVICES


SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

RESOLVED:
THAT the following appointments be made to the Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee for the remainder of the 2006/07 Municipal Year:-


(a)
Mrs. Jillian Collinson - Parent Governor.


(b)
Mrs. B. Goldstone - Jewish Council.

127.
APPOINTMENT OF AN OPPOSITION MEMBER TO THE SHADOW LOCAL


HOUSING BOARD

RESOLVED:
THAT Councillor Macdonald be appointed to the abovementioned board for the remainder of the 2006/07 Municipal Year.

128.
URGENT DECISION - PROPOSALS FOR A REGENERATION PARTNERSHIP
The Leader of the Council submitted a report containing details of a decision that due to urgency had not been subject to call-in.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

129.
GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

(a)
Leader of the Council
Councillor R. Garrido made reference to recent remarks that had been made regarding the role of Hazel Blears, M.P., and commented on the role of  the Labour Government relating to the closure of the maternity wing of Hope Hospital.

Councillor K. Garrido asked a question regarding the proposed academy to be built adjacent to Manchester Airport, concerning the level of investment being made by the Airport Plc and whether the school would be accessible to all Greater Manchester children.


In response Councillor Merry stated:-

· That the decision on Hope Hospital was taken at a local level and local Members of Parliament should be able to express their opinions.

· He would ask Councillor Lancaster to report on the position regarding the proposed Academy School at Manchester Airport.

Councillor R. Garrido then commented upon the fact the in his view the decision to close the facilities of Hope Hospital rests with the Labour Government.

At this point Councillor Sheehy asked for a ruling by the Mayor on the validity of the debate for a Council meeting.


The Mayor ruled that the debate be continued.

Councillor R. Garrido further commented that if the M.P.s, were objecting to the Hope Hospital decision they should resign from Government.  This view was also supported by Councillor Lindley.

Councillor Lindley commented upon the timetable for the consideration of the submission of the OBC for the BSF programme not being considered by the Scrutiny Committee.

Councillors Kean and Jones said they would welcome a full debate on the health service but supported the rights of the M.P.s to object to Government policy.


In response to all comments Councillor Merry made the following statement:-

· He reiterated the need to deal with BSF to secure the investment in the City and made reference to a discussion on call-in that had taken place at the Council Agenda Group.

· He was outraged that Members were criticising the M.P.s for wishing to keep the maternity facility at Hope Hospital at all costs.

· He reiterated his previous comments on the matter stating that the maternity provision needed reorganisation but the decision to close Hope Hospital maternity unit was fundamentally wrong and he wanted the M.P.s to be part of the fight to change this decision.


(b)
Deputy Leader of the Council (answered in his absence by Councillor Merry)
Councillor Cooke asked a question regarding the proposed non-emergency number for Greater Manchester Police.

Councillor Owen asked a question regarding the GMP budget for 2007/08 and the need to invest another £3.1M.

In response Councillor Merry indicated he would ask Councillor Lancaster to report back on these issues.


(c)
Lead Member for Customer and Support Services

No questions were asked nor comments made.


(d)
Lead Member for Environment

Councillor Owen asked a question regarding the recycling collection.

Councillor M. Lea, Lead Member for Environment, commented that the issues relating to the service had now been rectified.

130.
MATTERS NOT CONSIDERED AT THIS MEETING

Item 12(e)-(j) General Questions and Comments to certain Lead Members.


Item 13 Amendments to the Council Constitution.


Item 17(a)-(e) Questions and comments on the discharge of functions.


Item 18 Issues for Chairs of Scrutiny Committees.
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