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	REPORT OF THE 

STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES



	TO COUNCIL ON 21ST March, 2007



	TITLE:
APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES 



	RECOMMENDATION:

That the Council nominate an elected member to serve on the Housing Connections Partnership Board and note the appointment of the Head of Partnerships and Business Support (Housing and Planning Directorate) to serve on the Housing Connections Partnership and the Assistant Director Strategy and Renewal to serve as a Director of G.M. Procure.



	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The appointments need to be made to ensure compliance with the Council’s Housing Stock Options Programme.



	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)

Report to the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services and the Lead Member for Housing.



	ASSESSMENT OF RISK: 

Failure to make the appointments will impact upon the Council’s Housing Stock Options Programme



	SOURCE OF FUNDING: N/A 



	LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: N/A




	FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: N/A 



	CONTACT OFFICER: Vin Joseph
 
TEL. NO.
793 3009
 



	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All



	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
 

Housing Regeneration, Communities Performance, Corporate Business Planning and Asset Management.



	DETAILS:

Housing Connections Partnership

Following consultation with partners, regulators and legal advisors, the membership of the ‘shadow’ Board of HCP has now been finalised and will comprise of:

· 2 council nominees;

· 4 senior officer representatives from Salford Housing Partnership member organisations (Salix, City West, 2 lead RSL partners);

· 6 customer representatives.

Arrangements for identifying the 6 customer representatives are underway and will involve an interview and subsequent selection based upon a skills audit of the Board and the abilities and commitment of the applicant.

2 council nominations are also required.  It is proposed that the 2 council nominations comprise of an elected member from the majority group and a senior officer representative from the Housing and Planning Directorate

G.M. Procure

GM Procure is a government sponsored procurement consortium, comprising of 10 Greater Manchester based housing organisations and Manchester Enterprises.  ALMO’s from Stockport, Bury and Rochdale are founder members along with the transfer companies in Tameside and Trafford.  Manchester and Salford City Councils are also founder members pending the establishment of their new housing organisations.  GM Procure has received £200k in government funding and has set itself a savings target of up to 30% in procuring a range of Decent Homes improvement works.

The Board itself is made up senior officers from the member organisations and it is intended that both Salix Homes and City West Housing Trust would become members once they are formally established - not the Council
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