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TITLE:
GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS)


RECOMMENDATIONS:

That the report be noted


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The report briefs Directors on Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and recommends how GIS can be utilised in the future to support the City Council’s decision making process. Directors are asked to provide details of current GIS systems in use.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

None


CONTACT OFFICER:
MICHAEL WILLETTS

TEL. NO. 
3956


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S)
None


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES

Information Society and Change agenda


1st Draft for Consultation 

NOTE TO DIRECTORS’ MEETING                      
GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS)

1. GIS Systems enable spatial analysis and the provision of information in geographical format, including such things as:

· Incidence of crime or unemployment levels, or poverty and deprivation indices within specific physical locations throughout the City

· The location of Council premises or Services such as health centres, including a breakdown of locations and Services by ward or postcode etc.

· The relationship of different types and sources of data, in a spatial format, for a better and more coherent understanding of available information

Sample plans will be available at the meeting and a demonstration of current applications could be arranged by Bill Taylor and Chris Findley from Development Services to show the potential of a GIS system
2. Such systems are invaluable in planning Service delivery, allocating resource priorities and in asset management

3. The City Council are known to have several GIS software products within some Service Directorates

4. It is felt that as a City Council we do not fully exploit GIS systems, in Service analysis, planning, management and delivery and as a useful tool in the change agenda, particularly the provision of Call Centre/Customer Service Centres 

5. This note calls for a more corporate, vigorous and systematic approach to the use of GIS systems throughout the City Council particularly:

· Development of a Corporate Approach to standards, methods and products

· Development of new Council GIS applications

· Development of GIS skills

· Development of more effective technical and office support

6. Following an initial exploratory meeting between Development Services and IT Services, we are exploring the level of interest and commitment to such an initiative from Directorates and ask that, as a first step, the attached pro-forma is completed and returned by the end of October 2000.

Once responses are received, it is envisaged that a small Officer Team of interested parties is set up to produce a future Strategy, Development and Support Plan, which aims to exploit existing applications to a greater extent throughout the Service and to identify a small number of key strategic applications for the future which would have a significant impact on the quality and performance of Council Services

7.                       GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS)

Directorate:




Contact:







1. What GIS products do you currently use?

	Product Name
	Facilities

	
	


2. What uses do you put the products to?

	Service Area
	Application
	Benefits Arising

	
	
	


3. What Officer resources do you have committed to GIS and what skills have been developed?

	Officer Resources
	Role
	Skills

	
	
	


4. What future applications do you intend to develop to further exploit GIS?

	Service Area
	Application
	Expected Benefits

	
	
	


5. If you are not a current user of GIS, what applications do you feel would be valuable to your Service?

	Service Area
	Application
	Expected Benefits

	
	
	


6. Any other comments?

Please return to Mike Willetts, Asst. Director (IT Development and Customer Services)

  IT Services, Civic Centre, Swinton. (Ext 3956)
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