BUDGET COMMITTEE
6th September, 2000


Meeting commenced:
9.30 a.m.

"
ended:
11.57 a.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor Antrobus - in the Chair

Councillors Boyd, V. Burgoyne, Dawson, Devine, Garrido, Hinds, 
Lightup and J. Murphy

C. Richardson - Chamber of Commerce

M. Lea - Voluntary Sector

11.
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER
The Chairman extended a cordial welcome to Mr. Clive Richardson on his first meeting of the Committee.

12.
MARGARET LEA
The Chairman referred to the fact that this would be the last meeting of the Committee that Margaret Lea would attend as the representative of the Voluntary Sector and paid tribute to the work that she had done on behalf of that organisation.

13.
ECCLES TOWN CENTRE
RESOLVED:
THAT the report on Eccles Town Centre be considered as a Part 2 item.

14.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 26th July, 2000, were signed by the Chairman as a correct record, subject to the second bullet point in Minute 9(c) being amended to read:-

“Health Authority agreed short-term funding of £300K to assist bed-blocking but could not help in the medium/long-term.”

The Chairman reported that since the meeting held on 26th July, 2000, the following information had been received from the Chairman of the Salford and Trafford Health Authority:-

“The Health Authority had agreed, via the PCG’s and the Salford Royal NHS Trust, short-term funding of £300K to assist bed-blocking and would continue to work through the Capacity Planning Group to help find a long-term solution.”

RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

15.
2000/01 REVENUE BUDGET - MONITORING
The Director of Corporate Services submitted a report which provided a budget monitoring statement in relation to the 2000/01 revenue budget.

The report highlighted significant variations to the revenue budget and the Directors and Community and Social Services, Education and Leisure and Development Services gave reasons for the variations to their budgets and identified measures to be taken to try and ensure that there was not an overspend at year end.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.

(2) THAT the Chief Executive report at the next meeting of this Committee on the breakdown of the £45K of expenditure for which there is no budget provision.

(3) THAT the Director of Development Services submit monthly update reports to this Committee on achieving the current shortfall of £200K.

(4) THAT the Director of Environmental Services submit a further report at the next meeting of this Committee on the loss to date of £89K by the City Landscapes DSO.

(5) THAT arrangements be made for each of the Precepting Authorities to make presentations to this Committee on their budgets.

(6) THAT all Directors be reminded of the continuing need to identify additional savings in 2000/01.

(7) THAT a meeting be sought with appropriate Government Ministers to discuss the severe and unique problems affecting the Social Services budget.

16.
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 1999/2000 AND 2000/01
The Director of Corporate Services submitted a report (a) indicating that the Secretary of State at the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions had now issued a direction under section 40(6) of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989  allowing the City Council to capitalise certain elements of revenue expenditure, (b) on the provisional capital outturn for 1999/2000 and (c) containing details of a revised capital programme for 2000/2001.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

17.
EDUCATION OF LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN AND CHILDREN

PLACED OUTSIDE THE CITY
The Directors of Community and Social Services and Education and Leisure submitted a joint report on the financial pressures affecting the education of looked after children and children placed outside the City.  The report indicated that, based on current commitments of children currently looked after in outside placements there was a projected overspend of £550K in the Community and Social Services budget and £70K in the Education and Leisure budget, to be met from greater savings than originally forecast on the Domiciliary Care Contract for domestic tasks and one-off savings respectively.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.

(2) THAT an updated version of the three year rolling programme, highlighting potential problems be submitted to the next meeting of this Committee.

(3) THAT the Directors of Community and Social Services and Education and Leisure prepare a joint report for consideration during determination of the 2001/2002 revenue budget on the short, medium and long-term strategic issues involved.

(4) THAT a copy of the report be sent to the three local M.P.s.

18.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraph 9 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

19.
ECCLES TOWN CENTRE DEVELOPMENT
The Director of Development Services submitted a report containing details of the current position with regard to the Eccles Town Centre Development following the withdrawal by Safeway’s and the proposed transfer of the undertaking to Morrisons.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted; and that a further report be submitted at the next meeting of this Committee.

HTTP://COMCAPPS01.SALFORD.GOV.UK/WEBDB30/DOCS/FOLDER/SDM/CMS/BCEM/COCM060900.DOC

