COUNCIL POLICY FORUM
20th February, 2008

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
ended:
4.30 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning - in the Chair

Councillors Ainsworth, Broughton, Clague, Connor, Cooke, Davies, Dawson, K. Garrido, R. Garrido, Gray, Hill, Hinds, Howard, Humphreys, Hunt, Jolley, Jones, Kean, King, Lancaster, B. Lea, M. Lea, Lightup, Lindley, Loveday, Macdonald, Mann, Merry, Mullen, Jane Murphy, Joe Murphy, Pennington, Potter, Salmon, Turner, Warmisham and Warner

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Boshell, E. Burgoyne, V. Burgoyne (Mayor), Compton, Devine, Ferrer, Harold, Heywood, Morris, O’Neill, Owen and Wilson.


CLIMATE CHANGE - KEY CHALLENGES FOR SALFORD

Councillor Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning, introduced a series of presenters who provided information for Members to enable them to give consideration of the Key Challenges for Salford as follows:-

(1)
Professor John Handley - Manchester University, who gave a detailed presentation relating to the latest scenario on how climate change will affect the North West Region outlining research to assess the potential impact.


He made specific reference to (a) changes in the temperate climate, (b) flood water levels, (c) impact on urban environments, (d) changes in surface temperature, (e) quality Public Relations to raise the importance of climate change issues and (f) the need to allow for people to find a microclimate.


(2)
Will Horsfall, Salford City Council, who made reference to:-



(a)
Natural Policy Context.



(b)
The role of the City Council within the context of climate change.



(c)
Developing Community Leaderships.



(d)
LGA requirements for the Council.



(e)
Establishing a Climate Change Strategy for Salford.



(f)
What had already been done.



(g)
What happens next for the Council.

(3)
Gill Fenna, Quantum Strategy and Technology Limited, making reference to:-



(a)
L.A. Carbon Management Programme.



(b)
York City Council’s eco depot.



(c)
Nottinghamshire Travel Planning.



(d)
Fuel Poverty and Housing - Aberdeen.



(e)
Affordable Housing Oldham and Rochdale.



(f)
Communicating Vale Royal.


(g)
Manchester Is My Planet.



(h)
Providing Practical Support Leicester County Council.



(i)
Kirklees Renewable Energy.



(j)
Business Travel - Warrington.



(k)
Developing Economic Opportunities - Lancaster and Morecombe.

Members raised questions in respect of each presentation.  At this point the Members split into work groups to consider the following issues:-


(Prior to the commencement of the Workshop sessions, the Conservative Group left the meeting )
:
· Do we understand the implications of climate change for Salford and how should we address those?

· How can we work with our partners to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases in Salford?

· How can we ensure that we are minimising emissions from our everyday business operations within the City Council?

The details of the group work sessions is attached as an appendix to these minutes.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Council place on record their thanks with regard to the presentation and the Lead Member for Planning present a further report to Council in a Climate Change Strategy in accordance with statutory requirements.
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