CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING
4th September, 2006

Meeting commenced:
9.00 a.m.
"
ended:
9.30 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Devine - in the Chair

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:



Alan Westwood - Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services




John Spink - Head of Finance




John Tanner - Head of Customer Services




Vin Joseph - Principal Committee Administrator

1.
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Hinds.

2.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.

3.
RECORD OF BRIEFING

The record of the briefing held on 21st August, 2006, was agreed as a correct record.

4.
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE ITEMS

AGREED:
(1) THAT capital expenditure be incurred in respect of the undermentioned items:-

	Scheme
	Amount

£



	(a)
Roe Green Loop Line Improvements.
	293,937



	(b)
Public Right of Way Improvements between Newearth Lane and Greenleach Lane.
	115,247



	(c)
Window Replacement St. Andrew’s C.E. Primary School - Boothstown
	134,000




(2) THAT in respect of (a) and (b) above further investigations be carried out regarding ongoing maintenance costs of these and similar schemes.

5.
COUNCIL TAX UPDATE
John Tanner, Head of Customer Services, reported on the current position in relation to Council Tax collection.

He indicated that the collection of Council Tax was slightly up on this time last year.  He further stated that the collection of arrears of Council Tax from previous years was significantly increased with £1.6M collected for the period April-August against a total £1.9M for the whole of the last financial year.

He also reported that Efficiency Health Checks were currently being carried out to highlight further methods of improving debt collection.

AGREED:
THAT the report be noted and a more detailed report be submitted to the next meeting.

6.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

AGREED:
THAT the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Act respectively indicated.  It was determined that on balance it would not be in the public interest to disclose the information because, disclosure would be in breach of the Data Protection Act and would not provide the public with any useful information.

 7.
CONTRACT FOR LEGAL SERVICES - GM JOINT WASTE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
(JWDP)

(Paragraph 3 Information relating to the financial and business affairs of any particular person)

A report of the Strategic Director for Customer and Support Services was submitted containing details of a tender exercised by the Local Authority relating to the provision of legal services for the Greater Manchester Joint Waste Development Plan.

 
AGREED:
THAT Dickenson Dees be appointed as the legal advisers to the AGMA JWDP at a cost of £21,000 based upon 168 hours of legal support/advice and the Lead Member being recommended to issue a decision notice in respect hereof.

8.
APPLICATION FOR VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCY


(Paragraph 1 Information relating to an individual employee)

Submitted an application for voluntary redundancy from an officer in the Customer Services Division.


AGREED:
THAT the request be acceded to and the Lead Member be recommended to issue a decision notice in respect hereof.
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