Customer and Support services Mayoralty division has leased a Volvo SE 80 SE since 2001 (two, three year lease periods) and this model of car has proved more than satisfactory for use as a mayoral and leadership car. The current lease value is £720.83 per month.         .

The current lease is due to expire on 30th September 2007. Over recent months the mayoralty team including the Mayor have road tested three vehicles all of similar standard and pricing structure.

The three models road tested together with leasing values which includes maintainence charges areas follows:-

Volvo S80 SE 80 Saloon 4 door Auto Diesel
approx £515.40 









per month

Mercedes E320 Saloon 4 door Auto Diesel
approx £619.68 








per month

Jaguar XJ Saloon 4 door Auto Diesel

approx £630.00








per month
Leasing values have also been obtained for the following which although has not been officially road tested has been driven by both Mayors’ officers:-
Jaguar XJ Saloon 4 door Auto Diesel

approx £692.37 

Long wheel base





per month
The Mayoralty team have completed a demonstration performance report for each vehicle and the results were overwhelmingly in favour of the Jaguar and Mercedes models. This is primarily due to a change in the design of the rear of the Volvo S80 SE which now gives much less head room in the rear of the vehicle. The design change impedes entry and exit from the vehicle – even more so when hats are being worn. 
The Mercedes and Jaguar models both gave better performance in the following areas:-

Road handling, more passenger leg room, more passenger head room, quieter in operation and improved transmission.

The lease company Arval PH have offered the current lease car to the city council for purchase at a cost of £12,500.although the car does have relatively low mileage for it’s age, approximately 40,000 the vehicle maintenance division of the Environment Directorate do not recommend this option due the high maintenance costs expected over the next few years.

It should be noted that other councils within the Greater Manchester area have recently signed leases for the jaguar models namely Stockport and Bolton.
The prestigious image that this model of car gives would be far superior to that of the Volvo and you will note from the lease values that the quotes are cheaper by over a five year deal than the current three year deal 
Recommendations
That the Lead Member approve the Leasing of a Jaguar XJ Saloon 4 door Auto Diesel at a cost of approximately £630.00 per month. This decision will save the mayoralty budget an annual cost of  approximately £1089.96 (£90.83 per month) providing best value whilst at the same time bringing up the profile of the mayoralty to a higher standard.
