CORPORATE SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING

8TH SEPTEMBER, 2003.

PRESENT:
Councillor Hinds



K. Clare, A. Eastwood, D. Hunter, J. Spink,



J. Tanner and A. Westwood

· Consumer Direct- National Helpline for Trading Standards

· Forum held in London on 4th September to update potential bidders

· DTI looking for 3 regional pathfinders, one of which will bw for the North West

· There are 22 authorities in the North West the likely interested authorities could be Salford, Liverpool and Stockport

· DTI will only accept bids if supported by Trading Standards Regional body – but the North West does not have such a body

· DTI to write to Regional Co-ordinators for Trading Standards requesting that they sort the matter out

· John Tanner to provide briefing note for Bruce Jassi and Ron Pennington requesting their influence and support as the preferred bidder

· Mobile phones – the information requested last week was being collated

· Law and Admin monthly update – specific reference to:-

· At the request of Councillor Lancaster, Alan Eastwood was looking into the staff and accommodation requirements for the Elections Section

· Possibility that when Finance write out to a new occupier of a property regarding Council Tax that a blank electoral registration form is included for the new occupiers to complete and return

· Registrars of Births, Deaths and Marriages target income for the year £150k already achieved over £93k

· Committee Services – even following the Review of Democratic Services which determined which meetings the Section would service they are still receiving requests to service additional meetings

· Member Services – to be reviewed three months after set up Councillor Antrobus to be involved in the review and not Councillor Hinds

· Support Services  - telephone service look to reduce the performance indicator from 20 rings to 10 rings

· Salford Community Leisure – APPROVAL  to

· The application from Salford Community Leisure (SCL) to join the Greater Manchester Pension Fund as an admitted body being supported by the Council

· The City Council acting as guarantor to the admission agreement

· The employers’ contribution rate which SCL will pay being pooled with that of the City Council

· Identification, Referral and Tracking of Children at Risk of Social Exclusion (IRT)

· Announcement by Department of Health of IRT provides the opportunity for local authorities and other agencies to integrate data and processes across social care, education, health and criminal justice domains

· Alan Eastwood reported that the Data Protection did not currently allow this course of action and he would inform the Data Protection officer of this matter

· Need for protocols to be in place

· Possibility of having to appoint a Childrens Director

· Member involvement of a Steering Group Councillors Hinds, Mann and Warmisham

· As part of the Greater Manchester e-government partnership it was proposed to set a Group looking into this matter who would share information – the group would be led by Salford

· Further report required following the group meeting

· Report required to Cabinet on membership of the Steering Group

· Balance of Funding Review – consultation review ends 19th September – discuss at meeting with Leader next week

· Investec – John Spink to discuss with Investec the Council’s investments

· LIFT meeting in London – Malcolm Sykes can not go Alan Westwood to moninate an officer to attend

· Applications for discretionary rate relief – Pendleton Bowling Club – Approved ; Home Care Services not approved

· Hardship application – not approved

