CORPORATE SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING

12TH JANUARY, 2004.

PRESENT:
Councillors Hinds and Murphy



K. Clare, A. Eastwood, S. Hampson, J. Spink, A. Westwood



and M.Willetts



Councillors Antrobus and Morris



K. Darragh, J. Willis and R Wynne also attended

· Record of the meeting held on 5th January, 2004, - noted

· Council Tax write-offs – APPROVAL to write of £1.16m

· Integrated Council Tax and Housing and Council Tax Benefits System – APPROVAL to continue the procurement process with Sx3 to acquire the System at an approximate cost of £717,606 (capital £438,273) over a seven year period

· Law and Admin Monthly Update – noted

· Alan Eastwood to look into the question of whether the Council in granting licences to public houses and clubs will be able to impose a restriction on smoking

· Trial for the new citizenship ceremonies to take place on 13th January

· Best Value Review of IT Services – that the proposals be noted and that Keisley Harris be appointed to carry out a customer survey as part of the review

· Corporate services Budget Monitoring – noted

· APPROVAL to use the anticipated underspend to fund the e-government programme

· That a further report be submitted at a future meeting on the carry forward of underspends Council wide

· Capital Programme 2004/05 – submitted details of an initial capital programme for 2004/05 based on the information so far available – further report to be submitted in due course

· Homes to Trust – APPROVAL to sell land at Beech Field, Irlam and Birchfold Little Hulton to Wyre Housing to allow them to provide 120 beds in 2 new residential care homes in Salford for a nominal fee of £1

· The loss of capital receipt can be accommodated within the existing programme as a result of greater receipts from the sale of council houses

· Covenant to be placed on the land that it shall be used only for residential care home purposes

· Insurance tenders – provisional information indicates a substantial increase aggregate stop loss

· Four possible options submitted

· Alan Eastwood to check the availability of Cobbetts to assist in the claim handling and also whether other local authorities in the area to their own claim handling

· Further report back in two weeks

· Budget Consultation – Noted

· Proposals for capital expenditure – following schemes approved

· Brierley House Day Centre – refurbishment of bathroom and toilets - £46,450

· Refurbishment of Eccles Old Road Underpass Pendleton - £179,971 (rescind decision made last week relating to this matter)

