CORPORATE SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING

18TH MARCH, 2002.

PRESENT:
Councillors Antrobus and Murphy



K. Clare, A. Eastwood, E. Halton and A. Westwood

Also in attendance: . I. Andrew, R. Bell, J. Gosney, C. Griffiths, 

                                 D. Simpson and M. Vickers

· Alan Westwood referred to the BFI report on housing benefit which had recently been received and to the draft press statement which accompanied the report. Agreed that a press statement be issued drawing attention to the fact that the Council had already implemented the majority of the recommendations contained in the report, which was on a review that had taken place over twelve months previously. That representations be made to the BFI Inspectorate on the lack of consultation on the report and the draft press statement.

· Out of hours computer training – Councillor Antrobus reported that this issue had been raised at the meeting of COSSIG when a more flexible approach to training for Elected Members had been requested.

Eric Halton reported that the majority of the training was carried out in the Members room during the day, but if requested training could be provided in the Members home. Agreed that the next edition of the IT Bulletin include details of other training providers in the City e.g. Salford College, details oh helpful hints including “ print all linked documents”

· Members’ computer suite – problems with the confidentiality of e-mails – Eric Halton to investigate and report back

· Transport for Members attending the Pathfinder event on 17th April – Keith Clare to liaise with Fola Agbalaya

· Minutes of COSSIG to be submitted to this meeting one week prior to the next meeting of COSSIG

· Outstanding capital receipts – details of capital receipts expected before the end of the financial year and those that would not be received were submitted. Alan Eastwood to compare this weeks list with last weeks to identify differences and also to let Councillor Murphy have details on (i) the sale of the Lima public house and (b) 48 The Crescent

· Alan Eastwood reported that Alan Heason was the Directorates green co-ordinator, and described what this involved

· Keith Clare to pursue the current position concerning  co-opted members and the provision of p.c.’s

· Alan Westwood reported that he was looking to revamp the Desktop service which would allow person security rather than p.c. security

· Despatch of mail to Members – Agreed that agenda and reports for Scrutiny Committees only be posted all other agenda and reports for Members to be placed in the Members pigeon holes for them to collect.

· Previous minutes – amend Little Road to read Littleton Road

· Audit reports issued – details of reports issued since 12th November, 2001 – noted

· Work in progress – details of work in progress at March 2002 submitted. Don Simpson commented on the number of management responses that were still outstanding. Alan Westwood indicated that this situation would improve in the future. Don to provide Alan with a monthly monitoring report on this matter.

Details of special investigations – completed and also work in progress – Alan Westwood reported that procedures had been tightened with regard to acceptance of hospitality.

· Audit report on Business Continuity to appear on next weeks wgenda

· Energy Management activity – report on the period December 2001 to March, 2002, submitted – noted future reports to quantify actual consumption savings

· Independent Energy – updated report on the situation with Independent Energy submitted – noted

· Contact for the maintenance of catering equipment – agreed that Alan Westwood seek clarification on the report and then consult Councillor Antrobus. 

