CORPORATE SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING 19th March, 2001.

Present:
Councillors Antrobus and Murphy



M. Brooks, K. Clare, A. Eastwood, 



E. Halton, J. Spink and A. Westwood



R. Bell, M. Benjamin and R. Wynne also attended

· Peoples Network Project:-

· Internet accessible workstations to be provided in libraries throughout the City increasing the number from the current level of 34 to 168

· Funding will be provided from the New Opportunities Fund ,£486k with the City Council providing match funding of £132k

· This will be a key element in providing Salford citizens, particularly those currently socially excluded, with access to ICT’s

· Community Committees to be kept informed as the project progresses

· Apple Tree Court:-

· Initiative whereby residents with their own p.c. can sign up to receive the Internet for £1 per week

· Proposing to introduce a shopping channel based on the Café at the Apple Tree Court .

· Ordering housing repairs over the system

· Potential to expand to other blocks in the vicinity

· Look to link into CREST

· Lead member Group to visit Apple Tree Court one Wednesday – Mike Benjamin to arrange – Councillor Leaston to be invited

· Relocation of Education and Leisure – AGREED proposals now submitted to move to Amec, Pendlebury Road. Architects to move out of offices on the Parade and into the portacabins. Possibility of using accommodation on the Precinct as a Customer Contact Centre / One Stop Shop – need for the provision of a lift in the event of access by the public – Alan Eastwood to identify who would be responsible for the provision of a lift.

· Key Asset Disposals:-

· Salford Shopping City – aiming to complete this week

· Pembroke Halls – looking to find alternative location for the 4 cleaners and looking to complete  early next week

· Other sites progressing

· Land at Partington Lane – (Councillor Antrobus declared an interest in this item because he is a patient of one of the doctors involved) - AGREED that approval be given to :-

· The sale of land at Partington Lane

· The terminations of negotiations with Benchmark

· The granting of a lease to Brackley Investments Limited

· National None Domestic Rates:-

· Roger Bell submitted details of 460 cases involving a total of £960K it was recommended to write off as irrecoverable. That a decision be made on the cases at next weeks meeting

· Application for discretionary rate relief – that the decision not to grant discretionary rate relief to Reapers Motor Cycle Club now known as Ian Booth Associates be reaffirmed 

· Treasury Management Policy and Strategy 2001/02 – noted. Alan Westwood reported that Investec who handled £20m of the City Council’s investment were proposing to change the custodian of the money to City Bank.

· Financial incentives for the use of property – report being submitted to Environmental Scrutiny Committee today identifying matters for considerarion in preparing a scheme of financial incentives for the effective and efficient use of property

· Minutes of the previous meeting:-

· VAT  still no information on the effects of the Council appealing against the decision of Customs and Excise – Councillor Antrobus to issue a press statement tomorrow and a statement in Council on Wednesday

· European Twin City Challenge – Alan Eastwood checked with other Council’s in Greater Manchester no other Councillors were taking part in the challenge. Questions had also been raised as to whether the Councillors had paid to advertise on staff pay slips – John Spink to investigate.

· Visit to Audit and Treasury Building – next Monday

· E-merge staffing proposals APPROVED subject to Personnel agreement

· VER lists 52, 53 and 54 for 2000/01 and 5, 6 and 7 for 2001/02 signed

· APPROVAL to Project Manager – Web Content PO ¾

· Lorraine Norris appointed to post of Assistant Director (Legal)

· Amendment to Standing Orders and Scheme of Delegation:-

· Increase lower limit for the acceptance of works from £5k to £10k

· Rather than submit a report to Cabinet every time other than the lowest tender was proposed to be accepted the following procedure would be adopted:-

· Would now be know as most suitable tender and if it was other than the lowest it would be subject to approval by Corporate Services (Director and Lead Members) if it was  Corporate Services accepting the tender then it would be subject to approval by Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader and Deputy Leader 

