CORPORATE SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING

25TH February, 2002.

Present:
Councillors Antrobus and Murphy



M. Brooks, K. Clare, J. Spink and A. Westwood



R. Bell also attended

· 2002/03 Capital Programme – need to identify priorities over a 15 to 18 month period, rather than working on the current 12 month programme

· Proposals for capital expenditure approved on 18th February – substitute Cromwell Road re-surfacing for A6 Manchester Road / High Street

· Space for Sports requirement is for an additional £136k in 2003/04

· Post of Assistant Director Finance – short listing to take place at 11.30 a.m. on 6th March with interviews being held on 11th March.

· Annual closure of the CCC to allow for the production of Council Tax bills went reasonably well.

· Project E-Merge staffing structure – APPROVE increase in establishment by the addition of 1.5 posts of Systems Development Officer

· Law and Admin monthly update:-

· Noted – however, the position on the increase in the number of new care proceedings cases needs to be carefully monitored because of the effect it may have on the revenue budget

· Alan Eastwood to report at next weeks meeting on the potential for a data base to store information on all elected Members of the Council from 1974 to date

· Despatch of Mail to Members – Keith Clare to check on the number of faults logged over the weekend with the Help Desk by elected Members and report back next week when further consideration will be given to stopping the posting of agenda and reports to Members

· Councillor Antrobus to raise at Cabinet the amount of paper taken to produce this weeks Cabinet Briefing papers and the fact that the same papers will have to be printed for Cabinet the following week

· Contract for the supply of electricity for public lighting – ACCEPT tender of Scottish and Southern Energy plc with an element of Green Energy in the sum of £428,818

· Customer Services Monthly Update:-

· Complaint that members of the public are now being denied the same facility they used to enjoy before housing benefit became centralised i.e staff in the area offices able to help them complete their H.B. claim forms – Maura Brooks indicated that negotiations were taking place with Housing on a suitable SLA for them to provide this service at area offices. Alan Westwood reported that eventually he would like this service to be provided in libraries.

· Council tax collection performance still doing well

· Registrars of Births, Deaths and Marriages went live last Thursday, (21/3/02) and over 90 calls were received

· Call Centre new services – updated position on BPR  to be reported to Directors Team on 28th March

· Reception area at Elmstead requires improving

· Community Telematics – doing very well – could possible be the national leader. Lifelong and Learning Scrutiny Committee should be asked to look at the work that is being done for the elderly residents of the City.

· ERDF response is still awaited on the bid

· Alan Westwood to pursue with Harry Seaton the possibility of arranging regular meets between Corporate Services and Housing Lead Members.

· Proposal for capital expenditure:-

· Approved – partial electrical re-wire at Lower Kersal Primary School - £43,800

· Ex-gratia payment –approval in the sum of £30 for a torn shirt

· Maura Brooks to deal with the letter from Mrs. Massey

· Alan Westwood reported on the suspension of a member of staff

· Applications for NNDR relief – individual applications  dealt with on grounds of hardship and mandatory and discretionary relief. John Spink to report back on (a) budget commitments as a result of the approval of the cases now submitted and (b) the current policy for considering such cases

