Part 1 (Open to the public)
ITEM NO.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES

To the: Lead Member for Corporate Services

On:
Monday, 1st December, 2003

TITLE: Council Tax Discounts and Exemptions

RECOMMENDATIONS:
At an earlier meeting in October 2003, Members indicated that they didn't intend to use these powers in the first year (2004/5), preferring to observe the impact of their use in neighbouring authorities. Members are requested to confirm that this is still the case and that these new powers will not be used in respect of the year 2004/5.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The provisions of the Local Government Act 2003 give local authorities new powers to vary the discounts on second homes, vary or remove the discounts on long term empty properties and provide locally funded discounts and exemptions on an individual or class of property basis.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
Copies of the Local Government Act 2003 and associated instruments are available from HMSO

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
N/A

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
N/A

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
N/A

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
N/A

CONTACT OFFICER:
Stephen Fryer

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:
ALL WARDS

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Budget Strategy; 

DETAILS:
The provisions of the Local Government Act 2003 can relate to any property in Salford. The locally funded discounts & exemptions will impact on the Council's budget process.
