Salford Partnership Portal Website Proposal

1. One of the five products contained in the e-Government Pathfinder Programme is the enhancement of the Councils SOLAR Application for use by Citizens and Partners (so-called Public SOLAR and Partnership SOLAR). This report specifically relates to the Salford Partnership Portal aspect of the application, aimed at developing an online presence that will proactively promote Salford Partnership and assist them in the dissemination of information, to and from internal and external users.
The full scope and aims of the product are set out in previous reports available on the intranet.

2. The Salford Partnership Portal website will link directly to the Solar application and database, and will utilise existing functionality. Due to development resource restrictions and skill levels, it is necessary to engage the services of alternative specialist developers who are familiar with the Solar software development tools, in order to avoid serious slippage in the delivery of products.

3. A suitable supplier has been found in the name of Global Media Applications Ltd, and a detailed proposal has been worked up, based on a specification of our requirements
4. The specific work to be undertaken by the Company includes:

· Development of Salford Partnership Website

· Integration with the Solar agenda management system.

· Search facility

· Creation of a Forum / notice board

5. We have received a fixed quotation from the company of £37,600 which represents 47 days effort at £800 per day PLUS vat – a rate which we believe is fair and competitive 

6. There is provision within the overall Pathfinder allocation of £160,000 for this particular product to fund the work in this way

7. It is essential that the work be carried out as soon as possible to ensure satisfactory progress and the meeting of targets

RECOMMENDATION:

That the quotation from Global Media Applications Ltd be accepted to carry out the development work outlined above at a cost of £37, 600 to be met from the Pathfinder budget

David Hunter – 7th Feb 02


