Part 1 (Open to the public)
ITEM NO.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES

To the: Lead Member for Corporate Services

On:
Monday 13th October, 2003

TITLE: Local Government Bill (Part 6) - Consultation

RECOMMENDATIONS:
Members are requested to note the content of the report and the attached appendix and confirm that a response may be sent to the Office of The Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) based on the comments, indicating that the regulations and directions appear to be adequate.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
In September 2003 the ODPM issued a consultation paper seeking views on the draft regulations and directions that will give effect to Part 6 (the council tax provisions) of the Local Government Bill.

ODPM invites responses by 29th October 2003 on the wording and effect of the regulations and directions.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
The consultation document and draft regulations and directions, available via the ODPM web site.

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
N/A

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
N/A

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
The Legal Section has been consulted.

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
The Finance Division has been consulted on the impact of the proposed regulations and its views are included in the report.

CONTACT OFFICER:
Stephen Fryer

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:
ALL WARDS

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Performance Management; 

DETAILS:
The proposed regulations may affect properties anywhere in the City and once made, will allow local council's to vary the amount of some council tax discounts and to create other local discounts. The proposed regulations also allow greater flexibility in the recovery of costs and fees incurred in trying to levy distress or during aborted committal procedings.
