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ON 
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TITLE: 
Out of School Childcare provision in Salford

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

That Scrutiny committee note the contents of this report.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report describes the development of Out of School childcare provision across the City since 2001 and details of numbers of places created in each ward to date. 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

· Early Years Development & Childcare Partnership – annual guidance since 2001 


ASSESSMENT OF RISK

These developments have primarily been funded through the New Opportunities fund.

The inherent risk for the future is sustainability of such provision and the need to stimulate demand through supporting more parents into work and training and to ensure that childcare is key to regeneration and the Prevention strategy.



THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS


· New Opportunities Fund

· General Sure Start grant – allocated via EYDCP 



LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED 
All funding is subject to criteria for allocation and auditing arrangements are in place



CONTACT OFFICER: 
Faith Mann      0161 778 0319

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All wards   


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

· Early Years & Childcare Plans 2001 – 05
· Economic Development & Regeneration plans
· Prevention Strategy
DETAILS: 

Background

Since 2001, Out of School childcare provision has been developed across the City, under the auspices of the Early Years Development and Childcare Partnership (EYDCP). The New Opportunities Fund has primarily provided the funding for the delivery of these places.

This has seen the total number of out of school places increase from the baseline set in 2001 from 1212 to 5267 at March 2005. (See table below)

Out of school clubs operate either on school premises or in community buildings and offer supervised and regulated childcare provision for children aged 4 – 14 years. 

All clubs are inspected by OFSTED and providers receive support and training through the EYDCP. Some clubs also Quality Assurance status and more clubs are currently working towards this.

Typically the clubs offer breakfast places from 8 am or occasionally earlier, after school places up to 6 pm and holiday places all day between 8am and 6pm.

Most out of school clubs are run as small businesses, reliant on parental fees to cover the cost of paying staff as well as the day-to-day running costs. 

All clubs, which are not privately owned, are managed through a committee comprising of representatives from the school, including staff and parents. Some schools have private providers who lease facilities from the school in order to provide a service. In a few places, private day nursery providers have expanded to offer out of school care either in their own premises or in rented community facilities.

The current position

The spread of out of school places across the city has with one or two exceptions resulted in an even distribution of places. Recent research carried out by the Out Of School Co-ordinator indicates that just over half (45/83) of primary schools in the city have access to an after school club based on school premises. Some adjacent schools share provision on one site and most other schools are able to access places in community centres within walking distance.

There are approximately five schools that do not have any access to out of school provision and these are spread across the city. Although most schools have access to their own, or shared before and after school provision there are fewer holiday care places across the city. This is due to lower demand from parents. Where schools do not have their own holiday places children may have to go to a private provider for holiday provision although this is usually provided within the same community as the school.

There are still several “low demand” areas for all types of out of school care most notably Ordsall.

Pendleton and Blackfriars also have lower numbers of places although there are places in adjacent wards that children may be accessing.

Future developments

The Government’s ‘Ten Year Childcare Strategy’ published in December 2004 has set Local Authorities the target of being able to offer a guaranteed affordable, school based childcare place between the hours of 8am to 6pm, for all parents with children aged 5-11 years. We are confident that in Salford this target will be met well in advance of 2010. The Local Authority has been allocated funding for the current financial year to develop additional out of school places and this funding is being used to close the known gaps in the availability of places.

In addition, the Early Years, Play and Childcare Service is working closely with existing clubs to ensure their sustainability and raise the quality of provision that is offered.



Out-of-school childcare places

Ward
 
Baseline
Current

 
 
March 01
March 05






Barton
 
88
135

Blackfriars
30
106

Broughton
 
70
450

Cadishead
0
119

Claremont
 
96
221

Eccles
 
100
355

Irlam
 
50
281

Kersal
 
210
242

Langworthy
66
241

Little Hulton
30
328

Orsdall
 
0
19

Pendlebury
48
190

Pendleton
 
0
72

Swinton North
66
351

Swinton South
24
317

Walkden North
46
330

Walkden South
96
394

Weaste/Seedley
60
419

Winton
 
86
281

Worsley/Boothstown
46
407






TOTAL
 
1212
5258

