CHILDREN’S SERVICES SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

ACTION SHEET ARISING FROM THE 10TH NOVEMBER 2004.


Present: Councillors B.Pennington (Chair), J.Cullen, J. King, I. Macdonald, J. Pooley, C.Gray, J.Mullen and P.Dobbs   

J.Michelson, (Co-opted member)

Invitees and Officers: Russell Bernstein, Carole Chapman, Paul Greenway, Daphne Downing, Lesley Taylor, Dr Hugh McLaughlin, Paul Woltman.
Apologies: Councillors R.Jones, I.Lindley, Lynn Wright and Reverend Archer.

Item/Responsible Member/Officer
Presentation
Further Discussion & Action Required.
Timescale.

2.

Action sheet arising from the 13th October 2004.

Carole Chapman

Noted.


3.

Home to School and Social Transport

Presented by 

Paul Greenway Daphne Downing


Members were informed that in March 2004 Cabinet agreed that officers could consult on a revised draft Home to School Transport Policy.  Following the consultation a further report was prepared which outlined the responses and included recommendations for the way forward.  Cabinet were supportive of the changes made and requested that the report be published but kept under review.


In response to questions the following points were made.

· Due to the logistical problems that would be incurred, during the process of formulating the policy, the decision was taken not to fund transport for after school activities.  There has been no reaction to this decision however; a pilot scheme has been set up in a small number of schools in order to evaluate what would be required of such a service.  The scheme will be in place for the remainder of the academic year.  

· Children are not transported to holiday play schemes under the home to school transport policy.  These play schemes are usually funded from different sources and transport is usually taken into consideration within the funding.  

· Whilst there was very little response to the consultation exercise the children who are eligible for transport have an annual review, therefore parents have the opportunity to discuss any concerns they may have. 

· The Tracheotomies shared protocol has yet to be finalised, as further consultation with the Health Authority is required.  Work will be undertaken with the Health Authority with a view to addressing the medical needs and providing support for pupils within schools.  Due to the fact that teaching staff have been advised by their union not to undertake such duties there may be a need to appoint additional staff that are trained in such matters.  Due to the litigation culture it is difficult to recruit people to undertake these duties.

· The full document on Home to School Transport is due to be issued by the Department for Education and Skills in the near future.  As this may have an impact on the Council Policy the Education and Leisure Directorate are working on the draft report.  The final report once completed will be taken back to Cabinet although a date has not been specified.

· Parents who choose to transport children in their own vehicles are required to submit a request on a termly basis and appropriate monitoring is undertaken.  

· In terms of the behaviour contract, it was stated that this is becoming an increasing issue and there have been instances whereby escorts have been injured, leading to potential claims against the Council.  In an attempt to minimise this problem risk assessments are undertaken for each journey to determine the number of escorts required and the preferred method of transport.  Whilst each incident would be looked at on its own merits the Assistant Education Officer can decide to withdraw transport.  However, parents do have a right to appeal against such a decision.  Enforcement of the behaviour contract for children using public transport is somewhat more difficult and reliance is placed upon the bus company to report any incidences of unacceptable behaviour.      

Agreed:

· Members of the Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee endorse the Home to School and Social Transport Policy.
The final report to be presented to Scrutiny in April 2005.

Paul Greenway

Daphne Downing



4.

Secondary School Admission Policy 

Presented by Lesley Taylor

Paul Greenway
A decision was taken two years ago to change the admission arrangements in place for the transfer of pupils between primary and secondary schools.  Whilst previously primary schools were associated with a particular high school and pupils were guaranteed a place at the linked high school this is no longer the case.  Whilst the links remain in place the guarantee of a place has been removed.

September 2004 is the first year the new admission arrangements have operated.     


In response to questions asked the following points were made 

· In 2004 the number of appeals has fallen from the previous year and it was stated that the majority of pupils received a place into their chosen school.  However, it is felt that this may change in years to come when the population of year 6 pupils transferring to high school increases.  

· Currently the only evidence in relation to the reasons why pupils transfer to high schools in other Authorities is anecdotal and therefore the Admissions and Exclusions Team will be looking at the feasibility of undertaking or commissioning a survey to determine the reasons why parents make this choice.  Whilst currently 8.7% transferred to elsewhere other than Salford secondary schools this is almost all one-way traffic with very few pupils transferring from other Authorities to Salford schools.   

· 3 out of the 4 schools with numbers significantly below their admission number are all being rebuilt under the Private Finance Initiative (PFI) and consideration will be given to the low number of pupil admissions.  

· Implementation of a co-ordinated admission arrangements scheme in September 2005 means that parents need only make one application to one central co-ordinating point irrespective of which admission authority is for their preference of school.  Therefore Officers will be required to liaise with other Authorities on their behalf within as wide an area as needs be.  

Agreed:

· Members of the Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee note the impact on the Secondary School Admission Policy




5.

Corporate Parenting 

Russell Bernstein

Carole Chapman


The scoping document for the Corporate Parenting Commission was issued to Members and they were introduced to Dr Hugh McLaughlin, School of Community, Health Sciences and Social Care, from Salford University who has agreed to be the “Expert Adviser” for the Commission.

Dr McLaughlin gave Members an overview of his career to date.

    
It was agreed that the first meeting of the Commission should be arranged as soon as possible.  


December 2004

6.

Forward Plan


 A copy of the Forward Plan was provided for information
Noted




7.

Work Programme


Members were informed that the work programme does not yet reflect the changes due to the realignment of the Scrutiny Committees.

Members were also reminded of the special meeting scheduled to take place on Friday 26th November in relation to the topic of Young people and Bullying.  A request was made for as many Members as possible to attend. 


A meeting has been arranged for 17th November at which the Strategic Directors of Community Health and Social Care and Education and Leisure will meet with Councillor Pennington the Assistant Director (Scrutiny Support), Scrutiny Support Officer, and the appropriate Lead Members in order to discuss the work programme.  Details will be fed back to Members. 


November 2004



8.

Any Other Business
Councillor Cullen informed members that The Children Bill has recently been issued by the Local Government Information Unit and asked whether any co-opted members would be interested in receiving a copy.

 
A copy will be distributed to all interested parties.
November 2004.

Chair
Councillor Bernard Pennington
0161 790 4181

Assistant Director
Russell Bernstein
0161 793 3530

Scrutiny Support Officer
Carole Chapman
0161 793 3316  carole.chapman@salford.gov.uk

Date of the next meeting: 

· Please Note

The December meeting will take place at the Centre of Excellence, Civic Centre, Swinton and will commence at 1.00pm.

 Lunch will be served followed by a training session commencing at 1.15pm, which will be an introduction to e learning with a specific focus on questioning skills.

· Scrutiny Committee – 8 December 2004, 1.00pm at the Centre of Excellence, Civic Centre, Swinton 
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