PART 1 

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)


ITEM NO.

REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR EDUCATION 

TO THE CABINET BRIEFING

ON 

19th OCTOBER 2004 



TITLE:       Education and Leisure Directorate – Home To School Transport Policy




RECOMMENDATIONS:  Cabinet is asked to agree:

· the revisions to the draft policy as outlined in the enclosed report;

· the publication of the final policy document;

· a pilot to consider the transport requirements of after school clubs

· that officers keep the policy under review in the light of national changes



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Cabinet agreed at the end of March 2004 that officers could consult on

a revised draft Home to School Transport Policy. Consultation took place between April and July 

and the results are outlined in the enclosed report. Officers have considered the responses to 

the draft policy and proposed a number of changes to the policy.



BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:      N/A

(Available for public inspection)



ASSESSMENT OF RISK:   The main focus of the policy is towards supporting the most

vulnerable children and young people in Salford and therefore the implementation of the policy

is needs led.  The major risk is therefore that the budget is often volatile and requires

careful monitoring and management. The new policy is likely to see both savings, and increases 

in the budget.  As these are related to individual cases and changes to practice in special 

schools it is difficult to estimate these financial implications.



SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:   Core Directorate budget



LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  

· National legislation

· Transport Unit – Roy Waddington



FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:  The Directorate financial team was included in the

consultation process (Paula Summersfield)



CONTACT OFFICER:     Paul Greenway 







WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) :   All



KEY COUNCIL POLICIES :   Social Inclusion



DETAILS:      Appendix 1: Summary of Consultation Responses 



DRAFT

HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT POLICY

Introduction

In May 2004 the Draft Home to School Transport Policy was circulated to the following groups of the community and Salford City Council Service Managers requesting their comments with respect to the draft policy. The groups of people the Draft Home to School Transport Policy were sent to are:

Group 1 
Parents and Carers of Children with Special Education Need Statements.

Group 2
Other Stakeholders such as our partners in Salford Primary Care Trust, Colleges, Other Health Professionals, Service Managers within Salford Social Services, Connexions, Greater Manchester Passenger Transport, Trade Unions, Dioceses and the Youth Offending Team.

Group 3
Headteachers of all schools in Salford, Chair of Governors, Heads of Early Years Centres, Early Years Voluntary Management Committees, Managers of Pupil Referral Units, Chair of Pupil Referral Unit Management Committee.

Group 4
Service Managers within the Education and Leisure Directorate.

There were a total of 1,280 copies sent to the above and there have been seven comments 

returned through email and letter.

The following is a resume of the comments received.

Group 1 – Parents / Carers

A parent expressed concern that Section 6 re: Transport provision for pupils who require 

inclusion opportunities (between special schools and main stream). The parent has a child with SEN who attends a special school in Salford and who requires transportation of her wheelchair. The parent was advised that if the policy is agreed the conditions provide for her daughter and the wheelchair to be transported between schools.

Group 2 – Other Stakeholders

· The Primary Care Trust requested that the policy be amended to commit the Education and Leisure Directorate to support the principal of developing integrated transport solutions and move away from seeking a transport solution that only satisfies a single service requirement. In addition, requested that the policy reflects the public health benefits of encouraging children to walk and/or cycle to and from school and the consequent impact that this policy might have on the council to provide safe and well-lit footpaths and cycleways.

· The Health Professionals were overall pleased with the policy but drew attention to Section 5. Assistance with Transport for Pupils with Medical Needs. They are concerned with the definition of medical need and the need to establish criteria to justify travel cost reimbursement.

· Family Support Centre – Made comments regarding the Behaviour Contract with concerns that allowance is made for children with these difficulties.

Group 3 – Headteacher at all Salford Schools

Schools were generally pleased with the policy although one school expressed concern about the Tracheotomies Shared Protocol which is attached to the draft policy. The Tracheotomies Shared Protocol is the protocol in place with the existing Transport Policy. The School have suggested that Annexe 3 be amended that:

Following consultation with parents, carers, school staff, escorts and Salford Education and Leisure Directorate, the following requirements must be agreed upon by all parties before transport / education arrangements proceed.

Group 4 – Service Managers

Lifelong Learning have expressed concern regarding Section 7 Extra Curriculum School Activities (After School Clubs) and this policy does not embrace the inclusion agenda and feels that the lack of transport is a barrier to the most vulnerable group who attend after school clubs.

Conclusion

In the light of the comments received and the advice from the Department for Education and Skills the following amendments should be made to the Draft Home to School Transport Policy:

· The age range amended to 21 years;

· There have been no comments received regarding the change of the age from 25 years to 19 years. However Circular LEA 0169/2002 advised that with effect from May 2003 the LEA is required to provide a policy statement for Students 16-19. Salford LEAs 16 to 19 Transport Policy advises that transport is withdrawn prior to the students’ 25th Birthday. The Circular also addresses the needs of those children with disabilities and / or learning difficulties where eligibility should be based on the Disability Discrimination Act. Assessment of transport needs should normally be carried out by the Connexions Service, Connexions Services or other organisations for younger students. Where students are assessed as needing transport support this must be provided until the student reaches the age of19 or when the course finishes whichever is the later. However the good practice advises that wherever possible LEAs and their partners should provide support for students who have been identified as disabled and needing transport support until at least the age of 21 and ideally up to the age of 25;

· Medical needs need to be supported by a report / letter from the Medical Officer or the Principal Educational Psychologist;

· Consideration for a pilot project to look at After School Clubs and the provision of transport at a dedicated High School or Primary School.

