CHILDREN’S SERVICES SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

ACTION SHEET ARISING FROM THE 8th DECEMBER 2004.


Present: Councillors B.Pennington (Chair), S.Cooke, J.Cullen, D Fernandez, C Gray, J. King, B.Lea, I.Lindley and J.Mullen.   

J.Michelson, Rev.Fr. Paxton, Rev. Dr. Archer, (Co-opted members)

Invitees and Officers: Karen Lucas, Carole Chapman, Councillor Mann, Jill Baker, Terry Stringer,

Ian Kendrick (Assistant Director – School Improvement. Blackburn with Darwen Council).
Apologies: Russell Bernstein, Judith Elderkin, Lynn Wright and Councillor Pooley.

Item/Responsible Member/Officer
Presentation
Further Discussion & Action Required.
Timescale.

2.

Action sheet arising from the 10th November 2004.

Carole Chapman

Councillor B.Lea’s apology was omitted from the November action sheet.

Members requested a report be presented to the Scrutiny Committee, upon completion of the survey in relation to the migration of pupils to schools within other Authorities 
Date to be agreed once the survey is complete.

3.

Connexions Partnership- Information Item.

Members were provided with a performance report, for information only, which contained details of the progress made in achieving the targets for the Connexions service.

Councillor Mann explained the difficulties encountered by the service due to continual changes in the way in which the basis for the criteria on data are set.  However, although there hasn’t been as much improvement as wished the trend data is positive. 
In response to questions the following points were made.

· Customer feedback from people using the Connexions service is collected using different methods and secondary schools are also surveyed for their views on how the service is working.  There is quite a lot of customer feedback available.

· Work is being undertaken in the wards of the City where the numbers of young people that are not in education, employment or training (NEET) are relatively high.  Connexions is due to report by ward at the end of Quarter 2 (December 2004) 

· The funding stream for the Connexions service is within the DfES budget and is dispersed to the Greater Manchester Partnership from which in turn it is dispersed in general terms on need.  

· It was commented that Connexions in Walkden appeared to be very well used by the young people in the area and Members requested data on the usage of the new outlet. 

Agreed:

· Members of the Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee endorse the Connexions Partnership report. 


Report to be provided by Annette Hughes and distributed to all Members by C.Chapman



4.

Primary School Performance  

Presented by Terry Stringer and Jill Baker.
Members received a report that contained details of the National Test results for Salford Primary Schools in 2004 and also compared performance with other local education authorities.  

As an overall analysis the School Improvement Officer stated that the results showed a generally good performance in context.

The percentage of children achieving a level 4+ has increased for both literacy and numeracy although the level has dropped slightly in science.


In response to questions asked the following points were made 

· Schools’ performance is compared with ‘similar schools’.  The DfES and OfSTED recognise there is a correlation between attainment and deprivation and categorise schools into free school meal bands to make comparisons.  Salford has a high number of schools in the high free school meal band and a small number of schools in the low free school meal band.    

· There are a number of things that can affect results including the consistency of staffing, mobility of pupils, therefore there is a need to know why some schools perform better than others, to analyse the data and to determine what can be done.  

· Teacher incompetence is a relatively small factor in school performance.  It can take 6 to 12 months to resolve such issues in schools.   There are nationally funded programmes, which the staff in the Education and Leisure Directorate and school staff deliver to provide intense support when it is required.

· The determination of improvement programmes for poorer performing primary schools is well defined and takes into consideration personnel and finance factors.  The Governors are then tasked with addressing these issues.  However, it should be noted that for the last two years no Salford Primary school has been placed in special measures by OfSTED.   

· Details relating to absenteeism of staff are issues, which should be addressed by the Headteacher and the Governing Body and dealt with accordingly, although the Education and Leisure Directorate can get involved at individual school level. 

· Feedback from schools in relation to the change to School Improvement Services has been positive.  The Audit Commission question schools on their view of the services and over the last two years the scores for school improvement have increased.

Agreed:

· Members of the Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee note the Primary School Performance report.


Members requested that case studies be prepared of 2 primary schools that have been placed in the Intensive Support Programme in the past.  Details to be provided of the actions taken and whether they have been successful. 

5.

Forward Plan


 
Enquiries were made as to the potential sites for the schools within the P.F.I. project.  Members were informed that the project is monitored and progressed via a steering group.

Initial responses are to be re-evaluated in relation to issues around affordability.  A revised specification is to be put to the bidders and it is hoped that they will be returned early in the new year.  




7.

Work Programme


Members were informed that the work programme does not yet reflect the changes due to the realignment of the Scrutiny Committees.


A second meeting has been arranged for 14th December at which the Strategic Directors of Community and Social Services and Education and Leisure will meet with Councillor Pennington the Assistant Director (Scrutiny Support), Scrutiny Support Officers, the Chair of the Community, Health and Social Care Scrutiny Committee and the appropriate Lead Members in order to discuss the work programme.  Details will be fed back to Members. 


The Strategic Director of Education and Leisure was requested to provide Members with an update on the developments to date in respect of the realignment of Children’s services and organisational arrangements at the January meeting.

J.Baker.



Chair
Councillor Bernard Pennington
0161 790 4181

Assistant Director
Russell Bernstein
0161 793 3530

Scrutiny Support Officer
Carole Chapman
0161 793 3316  carole.chapman@salford.gov.uk

Date of the next meeting: 

· Scrutiny Committee – 12th January 2005, 2.00pm at Salford Civic Centre.
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