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Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee – 14 September 2005.

Action Sheet


Members of the Scrutiny Committee

Councillor  B. Pennington (Chair)

Councillor I. Lindley


Councillor  P.W Dobbs
A
Councillor G. Loveday


Councillor C. Gray

Councillor J.A. Mullen


Councillor J. Hulmes

Councillor  T.  Perkins
A

Councillor B.J. Lea
A


Councillor J. F. Pooley


Present =Apologies received =  A

 Officers and invitees present:

Co-opted members:
Reverend Archer, Reverend Paxton, Mr J Michelson

Invitees and Officers: 
Councillor Joe Murphy ( Executive Support Member – Children’s Services),  Jill Baker – Strategic Director of Children’s Services, Paul Woltman – Assistant Director Inclusion Services,  Lesley Taylor – Admissions and Exclusions Manager, Alistair Cook – Centre Co-ordinator Lledr Hall, Russell Bernstein – Assistant Director of Scrutiny and Amanda Carbery – Scrutiny Support Officer

Apologies:


Councillor J Warmisham

Item

Responsible Member

Officer
Discussion


Action 

Required By
Timescale

3. Update on the establishment of a Children’s Services Directorate and the creation of a Children’s Trust

Jill Baker
Members were given an update in relation to the establishment of the new Children’s Services Directorate as follows:-

· The new Directorate was formally established on 1 September 2005 

· The second tier staff structure was now in place

· The Children and Young People Partnership Board was to formally start meeting from January 2006 

· The Joint Area Review Inspection was to take place in January 2006

Members highlighted that there was a need to develop the Scrutiny Committee’s understanding of the new strategic governance arrangements and their new role in relation to Children’s Services

 
Amanda Carbery/Jill Baker
October 2005

5. GCSE Results
Jill Baker
Jill Baker informed members of the GCSE results for 2005.  46% of pupils had gained 5 GCSE’s at grade A- C which was an 8% (200 young people)  increase on last years results.  The results were yet to be validated and this would take place in October but on initial assessment Salford were placed top in Greater Manchester for improving their GCSE Results and possibly 1st or 2nd in the Country.  Out of the 15 secondary schools in Salford 13 had improved their results.  Results for looked after children had also improved.

Members were informed that further analysis of the figures would be undertaken once the results had been formally validated and would be brought back to the Scrutiny Committee at the appropriate time.

Members congratulated all those young people and staff  involved.
Jill Baker
November/December 2005

6. Lledr Hall

Alistair Cook
It was agreed that the Presentation given by Alistair Cook – Centre Co-ordinator be given to a future meeting of the Council if possible 


Amanda Carbery


October 2005 

7.Survey of Parental Preference of schools outside Salford
Lesley Taylor
Members made the following comments:-

· Interchange between linked primary /secondary schools – could more be done to strengthen the relationship

· Perception is everything therefore could more be done to heighten publicity around the good news stories of achievements in our schools to raise the profile of schools’ with prospective parents


Lesley Taylor
Ongoing



Any Other Business – Rota Visits – statutory reviews panel
Members were advised that there had been some confusion in relation to the Corporate Parenting Panel and its two sub-panels namely Rota Visit Review Panel and the Statutory Review panel.  

Members suggested that the issue be referred to Council with the following recommendation:-

That the Statutory Reviews Panel be renamed the Quality review panel for looked after children and that consideration be given to appointing six members to the Quality Review Panel and the Rota Visit Review Panel (Membership of which is normally drawn from the Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee and the Corporate Parenting Panel)


Amanda Carbery/Graham Chinn
October 2005

Contacts for further information

Councillor Bernard Pennington
Chair of the Scrutiny Committee


0161 790 4181

Russell Bernstein
Assistant Director of Scrutiny

russell.bernstein@salford.gov.uk
0161 793 3530



Amanda Carbery
Scrutiny Support Officer

amanda.carbery@salford.gov.uk
0161 793 3316
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