Item 4


Salford Teenage Pregnancy Strategy 

Progress Report November 2006
In 1999 the government’s ten-year national teenage pregnancy strategy was launched.  The main aims of the strategy are to:

· Reduce the rate of teenage conceptions with the specific aim of halving the rate of conceptions among under-18’s and to set a firmly established downward trend in the rate of conceptions among under –16’s, by 2010

· Increase the participation of teenage parents in education, training and employment to 60% by 2010, to reduce their risk of long-term social exclusion.

The Teenage Pregnancy Strategy has 4 key themes:

1. National media and communications campaign.

2. Joined up action, with mechanisms to co-ordinate local and national action.

3. Better prevention of the causes of teenage pregnancy, including better sex and relationship education and better access to sexual health services.

4. Better support for pregnant teenagers and teenage parents.

Progress towards targets: (Source: ONS, 2006)
	Under 18 Conception Data


	No of U18 Conceptions
	% of conception leading to abortion
	Conception rate/1000 young women aged 15-17
	% increase (+)/decrease   (-) in rate since 1998

	1998 (Baseline)
	250
	26.4
	61.5
	N/A

	1999
	252
	36.7
	62.1
	1.0

	2000
	219
	40.2
	53.5
	-12.9

	2001
	236
	36.4
	56.7
	-7.8

	2002
	216
	36.1
	52.6
	-14.4

	2003
	238
	40.8
	58.2
	-5.3

	2004
	232
	44.0
	57.0
	-7.3

	2004 interim target
	214
	N/a
	52.2
	-15

	2010 Target
	125
	N/a
	30.73
	-50


See Trajectory Appendix One.

	Under 16 Conception Data
	No of U16 Conceptions
	Conception rate/1000 young women aged 13-15
	% increase (+)/decrease (-) in rate since 1998

	1998 (Baseline)
	48
	11.6
	N/A

	1999
	44
	10.5
	-9.5

	2000
	46
	11.2
	-3.4

	2001
	40
	9.7
	-16.3

	2002
	37
	9.1
	-21.6

	2003
	42
	10.1
	-12.9

	2004
	51
	12.1
	+4.3


Source: Salford PCT Child Health, 2006

	Under 18’s live births
	Under 16’s live births
	16-17 live births
	Total under 18 live births

	1998
	13
	96
	109

	1999
	13
	99
	112

	2000
	5
	75
	80

	2001
	9
	73
	82

	2002
	6
	74
	80

	2003
	6
	80
	86

	2004
	5
	82
	87

	2005
	6
	86
	92


See Appendix Two Live Births Graph 1998-2005

Teenage Conception Rates in Salford 1994-2004 (Source: ONS)
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Commentary and Interpretation

Salford has a deprivation score of 38.2 and is the second most deprived local authority area in Greater Manchester and the 12th most deprived in England, (based on 2004 Index of Deprivation). Salford’s figures for educational attainment also place Salford with lower attainment rates than our comparative local authority areas and England, although these are improving.

Salford has experienced a decrease in conception rates from 2003 to 2004. This represents a 7.3% reduction from baseline. Single year figures vary and taking into account 95% confidence intervals, and should therefore be treated with caution. Live births to all young women under 18 in 2005 have decreased by 15.6% from baseline and by 53.8% for those aged 15 and under. However in 2004 and 2005 live births have begun to increase for those young women aged 16-17. Terminations of Pregnancy have increased 17.6% from baseline. Sexually Transmitted Infections continue to increase amongst young people.

Conception Rates

Salford’s under 18-conception rate (2004) has decreased 7.3% from baseline 1998 compared to a 11.1% reduction for England and a 9.4% reduction for the North West and a 4.1% reduction for Greater Manchester.  Our most similar comparative local authority (Gateshead) has experienced a 22% reduction. Salford had higher conception rates in 1998 and is ranked as more deprived than all our comparative local authorities.

 Further analysis of Salford teenage conception rates using three year averages from 1994-2004, indicates a significant decline and suggests that with further accelerated decreases, Salford could meet the target of 50% reduction by 2010. Salford’s under 16’s conception rate, (2004) has increased 4.3% from baseline 1998. 

Live Births

Births to under 16’s for 2004 have reduced from 13 to 6 representing a 53.8% decrease from baseline 1998.  Births for 16 & 17 years olds have reduced 10.4% and total births to under 18’s have decreased 15.6%, (2005)

Termination of Pregnancy

Termination of Pregnancy (TOP) figures for 2004 show a 17.6% increase from baseline 1998.   Access to TOP services is good and the Teenage Pregnancy Team (TPT) provide pre/post TOP counselling, sexual health advice and contraception to all young women under 20 years attending Hope Hospital for TOP.          

As less young women become pregnant more are opting for TOP and particularly the under 16’s are not continuing with their pregnancy.  This is encouraging as they are the most vulnerable and more likely to have their education disrupted as a result of pregnancy. Further preventative work is required to ensure that young people are using contraception at first and subsequent intercourse.   

Black and Minority Ethnic Communities

Salford's Black and Minority Ethnic Communities have increased from 2.1% to 3.9% since the 1991 census.  This provides us with the challenge of ensuring that our services are delivered in culturally sensitive ways.  Since 2001 a significant number of Asylum Seekers and Refugees have moved to Salford and there are now 37 nationalities represented and 21 languages spoken in Salford schools.

The Teenage Pregnancy Team will be working closely with service such as the Black Health Agency and the refugees and asylum seekers primary healthcare team to address the prevention and support needs for young people from these communities.

Ward Level Data

The Teenage Pregnancy Unit has redefined hotspot wards, as wards with teenage conception rates of 60 per thousand or higher of young women aged 15-17. This now means that Salford has seven hotspot wards, Langworthy, Ordsall, Winton, Blackfriars, Little Hulton, Pendleton and Weaste and Seedley.

Further analysis using aggregated data from 1998-2003 places three Salford wards consistently in the wards with the highest number of conceptions.  These are Langworthy, Little Hulton and Winton; all three of these wards are in the 10% most deprived wards in the country. 5 of the 8 central Salford wards including Langworthy are ranked within the top 5% nationally of wards with high level of deprivation. 

Ward boundary changes will obviously need to be taken into account for future planning purposes. In line with the city’s commitment to reducing inequalities, focused activities will take place in the wards mentioned above e.g. development of young peoples sexual health services. 

It should be noted that the most deprived ward in Salford, Broughton (based on 2004 Index of Deprivation), does not have the highest conception numbers in the city..
Annual Report Feedback

Summary of feedback on the strategy for City of Salford
	Progress towards 2010 reduction target
	Prospects for the future



	Amber/Red
	Promising prospects


NOTE Salford MCD has achieved a decrease in under-18 conception rates of 7.3% since 1998. The ‘traffic light’ assessment rating for progress towards reducing the under 18 conception rate is AMBER/RED as although rates have started to fall the reduction from 1998 to 2004 is less than 10%. This means that your strategy is unlikely to meet the 2004 interim reduction target of 15% and rates of reduction will need to accelerate significantly to meet the 2010 target.

· The overall progress of the local strategy and its associated delivery action plans shows promising prospects.

· Salford is committed to the agenda and demonstrates good cross agency working. 

· Salford are building on the experiences from Sure Start Plus and using this as a model for good practice. 

· Salford has a positive approach to involvement and participation with young people. 

· The strategic overview is clear and provides evidence of targeted work. Hotspots and vulnerable groups are clearly identified. 

· The action plans are logical and reflect local need.

· Key partners are involved in the Strategy’s implementation; 

· The Teenage Pregnancy Strategy is clearly linked to other strategies with evidence of links between work programmes. 

· Salford has a good structure for local accountability and monitoring.

· There is a commitment to the strategy beyond 2006 and mainstreaming is a priority.

Indicators for success for Local Authority conception rate reduction

(Teenage Pregnancy Unit Deep Dive Exercise 2005)

5 key issues, which were identified:

· The existence of a discrete, credible, highly visible, young-people friendly sexual health/contraceptive advice service, with a focus on health promotion as well as reactive services

· Strong delivery of SRE/PSHE by schools

· Targeted work with at risk groups of young people, in particular Looked After Children

· Training on sex and relationship issues within mainstream partner agencies

· A well resourced Youth Service, with a clear remit to tackle big social issues, such as young people’s sexual health 

Summary of Forward Action Plan

The mainstreaming issue is being addressed via joint planning and commissioning groups, such as Children and Young People’s Partnership, Healthy Cities Forum and Sexual Health Strategy Steering Group. Integration of the Teenage Pregnancy strategy into other relevant strategies and structures is ongoing with the aim being to meet our conception rate reduction and other related targets and ensuring that children and young people have the following;

· access to good quality sex and relationships education,

· accessible sexual health services,

appropriate support services for young parents and their children.

Appendix One 

Trajectory U18 conceptions
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Appendix Two 

Live Births graph 1998-2005
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Salford rates

		Under 18 Conception Data for Salford, 1994-2001

		Source : Office for National Statistics, Teenage Pregnancy Unit

		Prepared by: Mike Sandys

		Notes: Rebased rates using 2001 Census population estimates

		Rates are per 1000 females aged 15-17

		SALFORD MCD																CONCEPTIONS DATA

						SINGLE YEAR FIGURES																		THREE YEAR AVERAGES

				Number of		Concep-		Proportion				Lower		Upper								Number of		Concep-		Proportion				Lower		Upper

				Concep-		tion Rate		leading to				Confidence		Confidence								Concep-		tion Rate		leading to				Confidence		Confidence

				tions				abortion				Interval		Interval								tions				abortion				Interval		Interval

		1994		215		59.7		23.3				51.7		67.7

		1995		227		60.0		29.1				52.2		67.8						1994-1996		681		60.3		27.8				55.8		64.8

		1996		239		61.1		30.5				53.4		68.8						1995-1997		724		62.2		30.4				57.7		66.7

		1997		258		65.5		31.4				57.3		73.7						1996-1998		747		63.0		29.5				58.5		67.5

		1998		250		62.3		26.4				54.6		70.0						1997-1999		760		63.3		31.4				58.8		67.8

		1999		252		62.0		36.7				54.3		69.7						1998-2000		721		59.1		34.1				54.8		63.4

		2000		219		52.9		40.2				45.9		59.9						1999-2001		707		57.1		37.6				52.9		61.3

		2001		236		56.3		36.4				49.1		63.5						2000-2002		669		53.8

		2002		214		52.1														2001-2003				55.8

																						Salford u-18 rate		Trajectory to 2010		2004 & 2010 targets
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																				2002-2004				51.7

																				2003-2005				49.7		52.2

																				2004-2006				47.7

																				2005-2007				45.6

				Salford		England & Wales														2006-2008				43.6

		1998		62.3		47.6														2007-2009				41.6

		1999		62.0		45.8														2008-2010				39.6

		2000		52.9		44.1														2009-2010				37.5		31.1

		2001		56.3		42.5

		2002		`		42.8






