Children’s Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 14 September 2005

 Work Programme 2005/06

Members are requested to determine the priorities for the work programme for the forthcoming year.

Outlined below are issues to be considered.  

Items raised by Members since the last meeting:-

· Support to schools in special measures

· The need to improve secondary education provision in Salford

· The record number of school admission appeals

· What links the local authority has with Salford University

· Fostering and adoptions (being covered by work of corporate parenting commission)

· Lack of funding for youth services

· The need for the Children and Young people Plan for Salford to be considered by Scrutiny at an early stage

· Literacy issues in Salford

· Primary School Places review  

· Provision of youth services and lack of facilities

· Crime and unemployment for young people

· Alcohol and drug problems in young people

· Youth intervention schemes operations and funding

· Family action co-ordination unit

· Re-visit school meal issue given the recent government guidance and extra funding to see how citywide are responding

Items already programmed in from 2004/05

· Lledr hall (summary of progress)

· Migration of pupils

· Regular updates on the Children’s Services Directorate

· Secondary Schools’ performance – exam results

· Youth Service Best Value Review Improvement Plan

· School Ofsted Inspections

· School Governors

· Intensive Support programme Case study 

· Nutrition and School meals

· School meal subsidies

Issues raised at Work Programming event:-

Pledge 3 – Encouraging Learning, Leisure and creativity in Salford

· Provision of youth services and a lack of facilities

· Secondary education achievement – transition from primary to secondary often leads to pressures, bullying and conformity

· Education – schools – risk of this issue getting lost under the new ‘children’s services’

Pledge 4 – Investing in Young People in Salford

· **Crime and unemployment for young people

· How is good practice disseminated through all schools by education

· **Literacy levels of children and adults

· Services provided to young people which identify and prevent offending behaviours

· Sex education in schools and teenage conception rates – Community, Health and Social Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee have also raised this issue along with the increase in sexually transmitted diseases as an area which needs looking at .

· **Unruly behaviour in classrooms

· Alcohol and drugs

· **Youth service provision and facilities for young people

**  Indicates highest scoring areas

Items from Public Consultation

· Improving the Environment

· Youth service provision

· Public transport issues

· Older people

· Housing and health issues

· Alcohol issues

A copy of the results of the public consultation is attached for information.

Items from Officers

1. Steps taken to address staffing difficulties in Children and Families Social Work teams

2. Independent report re 2 incidents of foster carers causing harm to children (Sept/Oct)

3. Review of Looked After Children placed outside the authority 

4. Adoption Service Inspection (Sept)

5. Annual Report Complaints Officer

IN DEPTH PIECES OF WORK

Corporate Parenting Commission

The work of the Corporate Parenting Commission is now coming to a close and the commission have received evidence from a wide range of sources including looked after children themselves and other best practice authorities.  Common themes which have emerged from the evidence to date include:-

The final report is to be submitted to cabinet on 27 September 2005.

A recommendation in the final report will be the need for the Children’s Scrutiny Committee to undertake a monitoring role in relation to the implementation of the recommendations and members need to be mindful of this when setting their 2005/06 work programme.  This will continue to be a substantial piece of work .

Young People and Bullying

A report was prepared following a special meeting held on during November 2004 to look at Young People and Bullying.  The report was shared with all who attended the meeting and good practice shared amongst those who attended.  The Scrutiny Support team is working on producing a reference good practice document to include local initiatives and regional initiatives to be disseminated to all schools and interested parties by September 2005.

Young People, Obesity and a Healthier Lifestyle

A report on the Scrutiny Committee’s findings with regard to the work undertaken in relation to young people, obesity and a healthier lifestyle  was submitted to cabinet on 12 May 2005.  In response to the report the Chief Executive submitted a report which outlined that a Food and Physical Activity Partnership was to be established on 5 July 2005 and a more detailed response to the recommendations contained within the Scrutiny report would be co-ordinated by a sub-group of the Partnership Board.  

Recommendation

Members are asked to consider the attached proposed work schedule and to give their views as to whether they would want to move to bi-monthly meetings to enable the other scheduled meetings to focus on other areas such as:

Monitoring of the Corporate Parenting commission

Information relating to the new Children’s Services Structure

Annual Performance Assessment issues/Joint Area Review

Amanda Carbery

Scrutiny Support Officer

Chief Executive’s Directorate

0161 793 3316




Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee

DRAFT Work schedule for 2005/06



Date
Issue

September 2005
· Reconfiguration of Children’s Health Services

· Update on the Children’s Services Directorate

· Work programme for Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee

· Migration of pupils

· Outdoor education/Lledr hall

October 2005
Focus on Children’s Services issues in Salford

Baseline information that exists to be gathered and discussed

November 2005
· Secondary Schools Performance

· Ofsted Inspection of Youth Service and Service Improvement Plan

· Salford Consortium

· School Meal Subsidies

· Young People, obesity and a healthier lifestyle – report back on progress



 December 2005
Focus on Corporate Parenting  Commission recommendations



January 2006
· Nutrition and school meals

· School ofsted inspections

· School governors



February 2006
Focus on Children’s Services issues relating to new structure – relationship with children and Young people Partnership Board

March 2006
· Intensive support programme – case study

· Children and Young People Plan

· Annual Report Complaints Officer


April 2006


May 2006


June 2006


