CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING
7th April, 2008

Meeting commenced:
9.00 a.m.
"
ended:
9.50 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Hinds - in the Chair

Councillor Devine

OFFICERS:
A. Westwood - Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services



J. Spink - Head of Finance



J. Tanner - Head of Customer Services



L. Slamon - Senior Committee Administrator



M. Bleese - Head of Human Resources



Councillor Jolley and K. Dainty - Scrutiny Support (for item 1)



R. Pennington - Assistant Director, Regulatory Services (for item 8)

1.
BUDGET SCRUTINY - WORK PROGRAMME 2008 

Councillor Jolley and K. Dainty circulated details of the Budget Scrutiny Work Programme 2008 which was discussed and noted.  Reference was also made to proposed arrangements for the Budget Consultation Process.


J. Spink indicated that it would be useful to include the following items in the Programme -


(a)
Half Yearly Review of Income Collection.


(b)
Review of Community Health and Social Care, Children’s Services.


(c)
School Balances.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

3.
RECORD OF BRIEFING

The record of the Briefing held on 31st March, 2008, was agreed as a correct record subject to the heading in Minute 7 being amended to ‘North Walkden Primary School’ and not ‘High’ school as indicated.

4.
COUNCIL TAX UPDATE

J. Tanner gave an update with regard to the collection of Council Tax.  He indicated that the current rate was 89.9% and it was anticipated this would rise to over 90%, a 2% increase on the previous year.
5.
FILLING OF VACANT POSTS

M. Bleese indicated that he would submit a report to next weeks Briefing meeting containing details of the action taken in respect of the Filling of Vacant Posts.

6.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in the relevant paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act. 

7.
CAPITAL PROPOSALS

RESOLVED:
THAT authority to proceed with the capital proposals in respect of the following schemes be granted -

(a)
Acquisition of the former Golden Cross Public House, 221 Liverpool Road, Eccles.


(b)
Various Plots, Manchester/Salford Inner Relief Route CPO 2000 - Network Rail.

8.
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - REGULATORY REVIEW

RESOLVED:
THAT the proposed staffing structure for Regulatory Services in the Environment Directorate be approved.
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