CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING
17th December, 2007

Meeting commenced:
9.00 a.m.
"
ended:
11.00 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Hinds - in the Chair

OFFICERS:
A. Westwood, Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services



J. Spink - City Treasurer



J. Tanner - Head of Customer Services



A. Rich - City Solicitor 



M. Bleese - Head of Human Resources



L. Slamon - Senior Committee Administrator


B. McIntyre - Principle Group Accountant                         



(for Item 6 below)

1.
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Devine.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

3.
RECORD OF BRIEFING

The record of the briefing held on 10th December 2007, was agreed as a correct 

record.

4.
COUNCIL TAX UPDATE

J. Tanner gave an update with regard to the collection of Council Tax and provided comparisons with collection figures for the same time last year.
5.
FILLING OF VACANT POSTS

RESOLVED: THAT authority be given for the following vacant posts to be filled:-

(a)
Payroll Officer


(b)
Planning Officer


(c)
Admin Assistant Children's Services


(d)
Neighbourhood Manager Worsley and Boothstown


(e)
Admin Assistant Worsley and Boothstown

6.
MONMOUTH PARK, ORDSALL, PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT WORKS

A report of the Deputy Director of Housing and Planning and Strategic Directors for the Environment and Customer and Support Services containing details of proposed improvement works to Monmouth Park, Ordsall, was submitted.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the recommendations in respect of approvals regarding the proposals from appropriate Lead Members be noted.




(2) THAT, as far as the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services is concerned, the following proposals be noted -

· the proposed capital spend within the Ordsall Infrastructure budget
· the increased maintenance expenditure that would be incurred as a result of the improvements, and

· the fact that provision of £185.08 per annum for the estimated increase in future maintenance costs, rising with inflation, would need to be made in the revenue budget from 2019/20.

7.
WRITE-OFF OF OLD SUNDRY DEBTOR ACCOUNTS

A report was submitted containing details of old sundry debtor accounts that were considered to be irrecoverable.


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to write-off debts to the value of £35,486.52.
8.
NCN ROUTE 6 - LITTLETON ROAD TO WHITEWATER DRIVE

A report of the Deputy Director of Housing and Planning was submitted, seeking 

approval to proceed with the capital proposal in respect of improvements to 

pedestrian/cycling facilities on the existing riverside walkway between Littleton Road 

and Whitewater Drive.    


RESOLVED:
THAT the proposals be approved.
9.
LITTLE HULTON LIBRARY, LONGSHAW DRIVE, LITTLE HULTON

RESOLVED:
THAT consideration of approval in respect of proceeding with the capital proposal in respect of Little Hulton library be deferred for further information.
10.
RE-ROOFING AT NORTH WALKDEN COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL


A report of the Director of Children's Services and the Head of Partnerships and Business Support, Housing and Planning, was submitted seeking approval to waive Council standing orders in respect of procurement through the Council's Partnering Framework in favour of procurement via a tendering process.


RESOLVED: THAT approval be granted.

11.
COUNCIL TAX - CALCULATION OF TAX BASE FOR TAX SETTING PURPOSES 2008/2009

A report of the City Treasurer was submitted advising the Lead Member of the calculation of the Council Tax Base for 2008/09 and indicating that the “Base” figure expressed as the number of Band D properties in the City was for Council purposes, a fundamental element in the tax setting process.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the contents of the report for the calculation of the Council’s Tax Base for the financial year 2008/09 be noted.




(2) THAT the Lead Member approves that, in accordance with the Local Authority’s (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992, the amount calculated by Salford City Council as its Council Tax Base for the financial year 2008/09 shall be £66,203.

12.
COUNCIL TAX ENFORCEMENT AND WRITE-OFF STRATEGY

A report of the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services was submitted proposing recovering enforcement procedures to be adopted in respect of Council Tax debt and write-on and write-off procedures to be adopted when dealing with Council Tax debts.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given for the adoption of the procedures relating to Council Tax recovery and enforcement as mentioned in the Council Tax Enforcement and Write-off Strategy December 2007.




(2) THAT approval be given for the adoption of the procedures relating to Council Tax write-offs and write-ons as mentioned in the Council Tax Enforcement and Write-off Strategy December 2007.

13.
A572 LEIGH ROAD-SIMPSON ROAD PRN RE-SURFACING

A report of the Deputy Director of Housing and Planning was submitted seeking approval to proceed with the capital proposal in respect of re-surfacing works on the A572 Leigh Road- Simpson Road.


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be granted.

14.
HIGHWAY INVESTMENT WORKS PHASE 25

A report of the Strategic Director of Housing and Planning was submitted seeking approval to proceed with the capital proposal in respect of Highway Investment Works (Phase 25).


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be granted.

15.
COMMUNITY SAFETY CRIME PREVENTION DVD

Members listened to the Crime Prevention DVDs provided by local children and the request for the songs to be played on the Council answering services.  It was agreed that J. Tanner would speak to M. Vickers regarding this possibility.

16.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the following items contained exempt information as specified in the relevant paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

17.
BUSINESS RATES - WRITE-OFF REPORT

A report of the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services was submitted proposing write-off action to be taken in respect of irrecoverable business rate debts amounting to £280,167.89.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given to write-off recoverable business rate debts as detailed in table 1 of the report.




(2) THAT the future schedule of write-off reports as detailed in part 2.4 of the report be approved.

18.
TAX WRITE-OFF REPORT

A report of the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services providing details of proposed action relating to the write-off of irrecoverable Council Tax arrears valued at £339,762 and the proposed write-on of Council Tax amounts valued at £38,920.19 and scheduling and details of schedule future reports was submitted.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given to write-off irrecoverable Council Tax debts as detailed in table 1 of the report.




(2) THAT approval be given to write-on Council Tax amounts detailed in table 1 of the report.




(3) THAT the future scheduling of the reports mentioned in parts 2.5 be approved.

19.
BENEFIT OVERPAYMENTS WRITE-OFF REPORTS

A report of the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services was submitted providing details of the proposals to write-off benefit overpayments valued at £161192.38.


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to write-off irrecoverable debts as mentioned in item 2.2 of the report and approval be given for future scheduling and content of the reports as mentioned in item 2.4.

20.
AMENDMENT TO THE COUNCIL’S CONSTITUTION

RECRUITMENT AND SELECTION OF SENIOR POSTS

A report was submitted providing background information and recommending amendments to the current arrangements for the recruitment and selection of first and second tier posts.  


Reference was made to a number of amendments and further information which needed to be considered regarding the proposals.

RESOLVED:
THAT consideration of the report be deferred pending further amendment/investigation and that the report be brought back to a future Lead Member Briefing for further consideration.

21.
VER APPLICATIONS

RESOLVED:
THAT the seven VER applications within the Community Health and Social Services Directorate be approved.
22.
URBAN WATERSIDE

RESOLVED:
THAT the Lead Member support any actions taken by the Monitoring Officer in respect of the transfer of land at Dock 6 to Urban Waterside following investigations.
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