CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING
18th August, 2008

Meeting commenced:
  9.50 a.m.
"
ended:
10.50 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Hinds - in the Chair

Councillor Devine
Alan Westwood - Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services

John Spink - City Treasurer

Mike Bleese - Head of Human Resources 

1.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

RESOLVED:
THAT the record of the briefing held on 11th August, 2008, be approved as a correct record.

2.
COUNCIL TAX UPDATE

An update report was given with regard to the collection of Council Tax, Business Rates and Arrears.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

3.
FILLING OF VACANT POSTS

Mike Bleese gave an update report on  the current position of  the filling of vacant posts within the Authority.

4.
RECEPTION FOR UNION LEARNING REPRESENTATIVES

RESOLVED:
THAT an invitation to attend a reception for Union Learning Representatives on 10th September, 2008, be declined.

5.
OPTIONS FOR BOLTON ROAD PLAYING FIELDS

A report of the Deputy Director of Housing and Planning was submitted outlining a proposal to carry out controlled tipping of inert material on mainly unused parts of the Bolton Road playing fields so as to create additional playing pitches and an indoor sports facility.  In considering the report Members noted that there was currently no provision in the capital programme to meet any costs falling upon the Council.  The Strategic Director for Customer and Support Services drew attention to the possibility of bidding for funding from the Sir Alex Ferguson Fund to develop an inner city stadium in Salford.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the scheme to create additional playing pitches and an indoor playing facility and/or stadium on land at Bolton Road playing fields as outlined in the report now submitted be approved in principle.




(2) THAT the further investigation of options 3 and 4 outlined in the report now submitted, involving a managed tipping scheme by Salford City Council/Urban Vision or such a scheme combined with the Community Football Stadium ,be authorised and be developed as a preferred proposal for submission to the appropriate Lead Members at the earliest possible date.

6.
DIARY DATES

Councillor Hinds confirmed that he would make every effort to attend a briefing session on the LIFT project to be held on 29th August, 2008, in Walkden and a meeting with the Leader, Deputy Leader and Chief Executive on Pay and Grading on 20th August, 2008.

7.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraphs 1 and 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

8.
BUDGET MONITORING

A report was submitted showing the current budget position, identifying budget issues and giving the current position in relation to the achievement of savings.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

9.
FINANCE DIVISION - QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE REPORT

A report was submitted identifying performance against service plans and other performance issues for the June, 2008, quarter.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.
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