



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION

______________________________________________________________

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING

ON 20TH NOVEMBER 2006
______________________________________________________________

TITLE: IMPROVEMENTS TO PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS WITH FACILITIES FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 

______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  That the Lead Member for Planning approve 

that an order for £118,576.14 is given to Urban Vision (Highway Services) for the improvements to pedestrian crossings with facilities for disabled people

______________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  It is recommended that works be undertaken to enable improvements to be made to pedestrian crossings with facilities for the disabled. It is expected that these improvements will enhance the BVPI figure as a consequence.

______________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: Report to the Lead Member for Development Services; 24th April 2006

______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: LOW            

______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING: The Transport Capital Programme (Block 3)

______________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: P Lewis  

______________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS; N Dickens


COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: N/A


CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: D Findley


PROPERTY: N/A

______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES: N/A

______________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER: D A Dean  x4895

______________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): City wide

______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Safer Salford, Stronger Communities

______________________________________________________________

1.0  BACKGROUND;

1.1 The Audit Commission requires that the percentage of pedestrian crossings with facilities for the disabled is measured as a proportion of all signal controlled crossings in a local authority’s area. The figure is recorded as a Best Value Performance Indicator no.165 (BVPI165). 

1.2 A crossing is considered to have appropriate facilities if it incorporates dropped kerbs, tactile paving and audible and tactile signals defined to a stringent specification.

1.3 There are 172 crossing facilities within the city, of which only 66 are considered compliant with Audit Commission criteria. The 2005/06 reported figure for BVPI 165 is thus 38.4%.

1.4 Comparative benchmarking data indicates that top quartile performance amongst metropolitan authorities is 95.45%.

1.5 In order to address this issue and improve the value of the indicator it is proposed to carry out a first phase of improvement works to 39 of the crossings city wide   

2.0  DETAILS:

2.1 39 locations city wide have been identified where minor civil engineering improvement works will result in the crossing becoming compliant with the Audit Commission’s criteria. 

2.2 Urban Vision have produced a target figure for the improvement works of £118,576.14 for the improvement works to  

2.3 The total cost of the proposals is as follows;

· Target cost
£118,576.14

· Design and Supervision fees   
£  19,687.18
· Total 
£138,263.32

2.4
A further phase of works will be proposed in due course. 


3.0 CONCLUSION:

3.1 
It is recommended that the target cost as provided by Urban Vision for the proposed improvement works be approved to enable improvements to be made to pedestrian crossings with facilities for the disabled. It is expected that these improvements will enhance the BVPI figure as a consequence. 
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