CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING
19th February, 2007

Meeting commenced:
  9.00 a.m.
"
ended:
10.20 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Hinds - in the Chair

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:



J. Spink - Head of Finance



M. Bleese - Head of Human Resources



J. Tanner - Head of Customer Services



V. Joseph - Principal Committee Administrator

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Devine and Alan Westwood, Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.

3.
RECORD OF BRIEFING

The Record of Briefing held on 12th February, 2007, was agreed.

4.
COUNCIL TAX UPDATE
John Tanner, Head of Customer Services reported that Council Tax collection was up by 2.54% provisionally as final information was still awaited.

 
He also reported on the outcome of a recent recruitment event that had been held.


AGREED:
THAT the reports be noted.

5.
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE SCHEMES

AGREED:
(1) THAT capital expenditure be incurred in respect of the following schemes:


Scheme








Amount (£)

(a)
Cadishead Way Stage One Resurfacing - Phase 2


307,074.00


(b)
Carriageway widening and Footway Reconstruction,

31,487.31



Mereside Grove, Walkden


(c)
Purchase of Galileo Internal Audit Software



49,938.00


(d)
Appointment of Contractor for Work at Diamond


150,000



House, Peel Cross Road, Salford




(2) THAT in respect of (d) above an exemption from Standing Orders be granted and a decision notice be issued in respect hereof.

6.
CHANGES IN MORTGAGE INTEREST RATE


John Spink, Head of Finance, submitted a report requesting approval to (a) amend the interest rate by a reduction from 8.05% to 6.89% as determined by the Housing Act 1985 S43 and S16 being the higher rate between the standard national rate and the local average rate with effect from 12th February, 2007, (b) inform respective mortgagees of the reduction in rate accordingly, and (c) retrospectively adjust mortgage accounts to recognise that an incorrect rate of interest had been charged from November, 2002.

AGREED:
THAT (a), (b) and (c) as indicated above be approved and a decision notice be issued in respect hereof.

7.
FILLING OF VACANT POSTS
Mike Bleese, Head of Human Resources, submitted recommendations in respect of the filling of vacant posts.

 
AGREED:
THAT the recommendations be approved.

8.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A to the Act.  It was determined that on balance it would not be in the public interest to disclose the information because, disclosure would be in breach of the Data Protection Act and would not provide the public with any useful information.

9.
ACQUISITION OF SALFORD METHODIST CHURCH SITE AND DISPOSAL OF LAND TO ACCOMMODATE NEW CHURCH BUILDING ON LANGWORTHY ROAD
Considered a report of the Managing Director of Urban Vision Partnership Limited in respect of the abovementioned proposals in respect of (a) the sale and acquisition of lands on the terms as detailed in the report now submitted and (b) requesting 

authorisation for the Strategic Director of Customer Services to complete the necessary legal and compensatory formalities in connection therewith.

 
AGREED:
THAT (a) and (b) above be approved and a decision notice in respect of  be issued accordingly.
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