CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING
28th January, 2008

Meeting commenced:
  9.00 a.m.
"
ended:
10.00 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Hinds - in the Chair

Councillor Devine

OFFICERS:
A. Westwood - Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services



J. Spink - City Treasurer



A. Rich - City Solicitor



M. Bleese - Head of Human Resources



D. Rogers - Assistant Director - ICT Services (for item 5)
1.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

2.
RECORD OF BRIEFING

The record of the briefing held on 21st January, 2008, was agreed as a correct record.


With regard to Minute 9 (BNOS Children’s Centre), J. Spink gave an update regarding the financial position indicating that it may be necessary for a further report to be brought to a future meeting.

3.
COUNCIL TAX UPDATE

A. Westwood gave an update with regard to the collection of Council Tax. 
4.
FILLING OF VACANT POSTS

RESOLVED:
THAT authority be given for the following vacant posts to be filled:-

· Asset Management Officers - Urban Vision 

· Management Accountant - Customer and Support Services 
· Senior Manager - Housing and Planning (temporary secondment until 31st July, 2008)

5.
OPTIONS FOR THE DISPOSAL OF REDUNDANT PRINTER EQUIPMENT

A report of the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services was submitted (a) indicating that, following approval to commence with the roll out of multi functional printers there would be a large number of redundant smaller printers which would require to be disposed of and (b) setting out options for such disposal.


RESOLVED:
THAT the redundant printers be disposed of in the following manner:-


(a)
Dispose of printers by a staff sale in local areas, and income to be reinvested into the existing MFP printer budget.


(b)
Donate to community/voluntary groups (with no ongoing support) following Community Committee Members’ advice.


(c)
Dispose by a third party.

6.
CAPITAL PROPOSALS

RESOLVED:
THAT the following capital proposals be approved -


(a)
Improvements - Gateway to Greenspaces (Little Hulton Loopline).


(b)
Improvement works to Ordsall, Buile Hill, Moorside and Parr Fold Parks.


(c)
Lower Broughton Children’s Centre.
7.
OLD WARKE DAM SILT TRAPS

RESOLVED:
THAT the report of the Strategic Director of the Environment containing proposals to undergo investigations and to construct silt traps on the tributaries of Old Warke Dam be approved.
8.
BUDGET MONITORING REPORT 2007/08 AND EFFICIENCY PROPOSALS 2008/09

A report of the Strategic Director of Customer and Support Services showing the current budget position and identifying issues for 2008/09 was submitted.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

9.
IMPROVEMENTS TO PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS WITH FACILITIES FOR DISABLED PEOPLE

A report of the Deputy Director of Housing and Planning was submitted setting out proposals for works to be undertaken to enable improvements to existing pedestrian crossings with facilities for the disabled.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the proposals be noted; and authority given to waive standing orders to enable these works to be awarded to GMUTC.

10.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the following items contained exempt information as specified in the relevant paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

11.
WRITE-OFF OF FORMER TENANT ARREARS - NPHL

A joint report of the Deputy Director of Housing and Planning and City Treasurer was submitted recommending the write-off of former tenant arrears.


RESOLVED:
THAT authority be given to write-off former tenant arrears totalling £102,824.90 that had been identified as irrecoverable by NPHL and to approve write-ons of former tenant overpayments totalling £47.87.

12.
WRITE-OFF OF FORMER TENANT ARREARS - SALIX HOMES

A joint report of the Deputy Director of Housing and Planning and City Treasurer was submitted recommending the write-off of former tenant arrears.


RESOLVED:
THAT authority be given to write-off former tenant arrears totalling £144,228.77 that had been identified as irrecoverable by Salix Homes.

13.
SALFORD SUPERSTORE PROPOSAL AND ASSOCIATED ISSUES

A report of the Deputy Director of Housing and Planning was submitted regarding Salford’s Superstore proposal and associated developments.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the proposed sale of lands to Tesco to facilitate the superstore development in accordance with the provisionally agreed terms and conditions as set out within the report, be approved.




(2) THAT the underwriting of the cost of the design and associated work associated with the new RC primary school to enable the submission of a planning application for the new school in accordance with proposals already approved by the Schools Operational Committee, be approved.



(3) THAT the appointment of Urban Vision to provide project management support to assist the delivery of the overall project as required, be endorsed.




(4) THAT the current position with regard to land sale negotiations with Prime Commercial Properties Limited (the owners of Salford Shopping City), be noted.




(5) THAT the position regarding the submission of a planning application, and pre-planning consultation, for the new superstore and the extension of Salford Shopping City by Tesco and Prime Commercial Properties, be noted.




(6) THAT the current position with regard to the timescale for entering into legal formalities with Tesco in relation to the development of the superstore site, be noted.




(7) THAT the current position with regard to the progress of the Compulsory Purchase Orders associated with both the new superstore/associated development and the new LEA primary school at Glendinning Street, be noted.




(8) THAT the current situation and associated timescales with regard to the development of the Emmanuel Community Church and the new LEA and RC primary schools in Langworthy, be noted.
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