CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING –21ST FEBRUARY, 2005.

PRESENT:
Councillors Hinds and Devine



M. Bleese, D. Brown, K. Clare, A. Eastwood,



J. Spink and A. Westwood,

· Record of the meeting held on 14th February, 2005, - noted

· Community Green Space – approval to (a) an exception to Standing Orders for the appointment of Groundwork to act as consultants to seek and accept tenders and manage the contracts in order to maximise the spend that can be achieved by the Housing Market Renewal Streetscape Scenes Programme in 2004/05 and (b) an additional annual revenue allocation of £3,000 to fund the maintenance of the proposed works

· Trinity Park – Lighting and Artworks – approval to an exception to Standing Orders for the appointment of Groundwork to act as consultants to seek and accept tenders and manage the contracts  in order to maximise the spend that can be achieved by the Housing Market Renewal Streetscape Scenes Programme in 2004/05

· Trinity Park Improvements – approval to an annual revenue allocation of £3,250 to fund the maintenance of the proposed works

· That Alan Eastwood consider an amendment to the Council’s Constitution concerning the appointment of consultants

· Application for VER - approved

· Grounds Maintenance Additional Seasonal Staff Contract – approval to an exception to Standing Orders to accept the tender of Meridian Business Support

· Law and Administration – Monthly Update:

· Elections – details of canvassing by ward to be submitted to a future meeting

· Postal service exceeding target

· Registrars exceeding income target

· Land and Property Team – capital receipts, expecting in the region of £6m from the disposal of the Greenwood School site

· Land Charges Team – drop in performance due to staffing problems in other Directorates

· Alan Eastwood looking into the possibility of new posts of archivist and records manager

· Changes to the Local Government Pension Scheme – submitted a draft response to the ODPM Green Paper “Facing the Future – Principles and Propositions for an affordable and sustainable Local Government Pension Scheme in England and Wales” – agreed that, subject to clarification regarding Question 22 and to the following answers to those questions where a response was still needed the response be sent to the LGPC

· Q3, Option 2 – Sub-option 2B – Agree

· Q7 – Disagree

· Q22 – Disagree (subject to the clarification referred to above)

· ODPM Consultation Paper – 3 Year Revenue and Capital Settlements 

· Proposed response noted

· Comparability required on up-rating the Council Tax base

· Possible future joint meeting with Lead Member for Education

· Finance Monthly Update:

· Bank reconciliations

· Self-assessment of the CIPFA financial management for CPA 2005

· Payroll – electronic personal files will be created with effect from April, 2005.

· Debtors – 30 day debt over target due to recent issue of two large accounts totalling over £3.3m

· Internal Audit – satisfactory outcome to dispute with Npower

· Proposals for capital expenditure - approved

· Winton Park Play area additional £20,411

· Liverpool Road footway improvements - £104,000, subject to funding being available from the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund

· Manchester Salford Inner Relief Route – Granada plc and Others –v –Salford City Council £3.022m

· Office accommodation – report due in 2/3 weeks time on office accommodation including that occupied by the I.T. Help Desk

