	PART 1

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO.


	REPORT OF THE CITY TREASURER


	TO:       LEAD MEMBER FOR CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

DATE:  14 DECEMBER 2009


	TITLE:  PRECEPT PAYMENTS 2010/2011


	RECOMMENDATIONS:

It is recommended that the payment of precepts in 2010/2011 should be made in twelve equal instalments on the 23rd of each month (or on the first working day thereafter if the 23rd falls on a weekend or on a bank holiday).



	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The Council is required to agree with precepting authorities a schedule of instalments each year for payments from the Collection Fund to those authorities.

The report proposes that payments in 2010/2011 should follow the same arrangements as those which have been in operation for the last few years.



	BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)

Local Authority (Funds) (England) Regulations 1992



	CONTACT OFFICER:   Tony Thompstone   Tel No.  793 3245
mailto:tony.thompstone@salford.gov.uk


	ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low



	SOURCES OF FUNDING: Revenue resources 



	LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Not applicable 



	WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S):   None specifically



	KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Revenue budget; compliance with statutory responsibilities.




REPORT DETAIL

1. Purpose of the report
To propose a schedule of instalments for payments from the Collection Fund to precepting authorities in 2010/2011, under Regulations 4 and 5 of the Local Authority (Funds) (England) Regulations 1992.

2. Background
The Council is defined as a “billing authority”.  It is required to maintain a Collection Fund into which the receipts are paid from Council Tax and Non-Domestic Rates.  In turn payments are made from the Collection Fund to:

· the Council
· GM Police authority

· GM Fire and Civil Defence authority

· The national non-domestic rate pool.

The Council, the GM Police authority and the GM Fire and Civil Defence authority are defined as “principal authorities”.  The Council (in its capacity as a billing authority) is required to propose a schedule of instalments for payments from the Collection Fund for agreement by the principal authorities.  

The Council as billing authority is then required to determine and confirm the agreed schedule by 31 January each year (but no sooner than 21 days after first proposing the schedule).

For the past few years, payments have being made in 12 equal instalments on the 23rd of each month (or the first day thereafter if the 23rd falls on a weekend or on a bank holiday).  These arrangements are common throughout the Greater Manchester authorities and it is recommended that the same arrangements should apply in 2010/11.  The proposed schedule is set out in the appendix.  
If the recommendation is agreed, the principal authorities may be notified immediately (14 December) of the proposed schedule.  Any views expressed by the principal authorities will then be reported back to Lead Member, although it is anticipated that the proposal should be perfectly satisfactory.  
After the statutory 21 days have passed, the principal authorities may be notified of the confirmed schedule on or after 4 January, but before 31 January.
3. Recommendations
It is recommended that:

· the Council proposes, as the billing authority, a schedule in which payment of precepts to principal authorities in 2010/2011 should be made in twelve equal instalments on the 23rd of each month (or on the first working day thereafter if the 23rd falls on a weekend or on a bank holiday). 
· the Council, as one of the principal authorities, agrees that the proposal is satisfactory.

It is further recommended that:

· consent is given for the City Treasurer to write to the other two principal authorities on 14 December 2009 to make this proposal 
· subject to consideration by Lead Member of any comments received back from the other principal authorities, consent is given for the City Treasurer to write to all principal authorities on 4 January 2010 to confirm that Council has determined that the proposed dates are to be applied.
John Spink
City Treasurer

Appendix

Schedule of precept payment dates 2010/2011

Friday
23 April 2010

Monday
24 May 2010

Wednesday
23 June 2010

Friday
23 July 2010

Monday
23 August 2010

Thursday
23 September 2010

Monday
25 October 2010

Tuesday
23 November 2010

Thursday
23 December 2010

Monday
24 January 2011

Wednesday
23 February 2011

Wednesday
23 March 2011
