EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FORUM MEETING

23rd November 2005

Meeting commenced 10:00 a.m.

“              Ended 11:45 a.m.

Present:
Councillor Hinds - Chair

Councillors Devine, Hudson, Macdonald, McIntyre, Gray, Smythe   

Jim Wheelton – Salford Disabled Motorists and Access Association

In attendance:

David Horsler, Jean Carter, Paul Budis, Zahrah Mir, Margaret Doherty – Customer & Support Services Directorate.

1.
APOLOGIES
Councillors Dobbs,  Mullen, Pooley, Sheehy and Warmisham, 

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations were made

3.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 28th September 2005

The minutes were agreed as a true record

4.
ACTION PLAN AND MATTERS ARISING

An update on issues identified in the Action Plan was given. 

Item 4. It was noted that a representative of the Trade Unions has not attended recent meetings. Contact would be made with the Trade Unions to encourage a representative to attend future meetings.


5.
REPORT – Corporate Equality Action Plan – David Horsler, Assistant Director.

David Horsler reported that the Council had reached Level 2 of the Equality Standard for Local Government in 2005.  A target for achieving Level 3 by 31st March 2008 has been agreed.  It was noted that this is an ambitious target, as reaching Level 3 will involve a substantial amount of work.

It was agreed:
THAT the report be noted




THAT a report on this matter be submitted to Cabinet.

6.
REPORT – Implications of the Draft Employment Equality (Age) Regulations  - Jean Carter, Principal HR Advisor 

Jean Carter provided an overview of key provisions of the new Employment Equality (Age) Regulations, coming into force on 1st October 2006.   

It was resolved:
THAT the report be noted and regular updates will be given to Forum members

7.
Report – Strategic Work Plan 2006 

This was agreed.

8.
Report – Update on Corporate Health Indicators relevant to Equalities – Jean Carter, Principal HR Advisor 

An update on developments was given.

It was resolved:
THAT the report be noted and regular updates will be given to Forum members

9.
Any Other Business of an Urgent Nature 

None.

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Wednesday 25th January 2006 at 10.00 am, Committee Room 3 at The Civic Centre.   
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